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July started very well for me with my special t
were | ow and patrons slow with ride numbers dov
asm of our hard core team of volunteers who do
any opportunity to experience the craftsmanshinp
ing and enjoying their work. Keep it up team.
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ti mes dondét feel the | ove. I f you have the ti me
please | et it be known to the committee and we

manyo6 ticket sellers, volunteers, station hands

July 14th saw the River Edge Rail y put on the
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hn Heal with th Tamar and my trusty ol d ste
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use). The support crew includ
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d John Stent. Ma
tching up with his brother and mingling with

could not be extracted from
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e trains, another very enjoyable visit to Riwv

July 15th the weather turned nasty and TMMEC we

windy conditions not usually experienced mid wi
I hear that OIllie and Mark Duncan were playing
so |l ook forward to hearing from them.

July 21st | ooked | i ke being a cancellation due

other one out of the hat and our July play day

Don Mof f at venture down from Auckl and with his

Al so great to see the miniature traction engine

Peter Davies fired up his traction engine too.

Al so on display was another meccano creation by
|l ong!

Good to see Warren Karlsson pulling wagons with

of the bugs.
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Comments | ike 06I my | ocobdb and dbdhave yold

bers took every opportunity to hone their stean

Bruce who gave up their trusty steeds.

The public interest manifested i1 tself in two ne
saw many other sides to the miniature rail way f
you know any of the public who came to view, pl
and support as this is no doubt a great moti vat
A huge thank you from us all to Bruce McKerras.

Jason FI a

5

nery (our secretary) has been very bu
you may h

o]

ve seen some new advertising on our r

future as many | ocal companies get on board, soa

Jason has also arranged for the new fl ooring ma
t ween the two tracks in Tunnel #1. These have n
a

bee on Sat 12th Aug i s t

July 28th saw the Big Boy out and about again,

Aug 4th yet another play day and this time the
on its first day on the track Ni cknamed O6Thoms
steaming its way around with its very proud own
Bruce for organising the rain, oops | mean the
porting this speci al day for Peter.

The committee are currently reviewing the cl ubs
As with al/l rules, they need ratification and a
(incorporated Societies etc). This takes time ©b
nett is leading this initiative, thanks Owen.

Winter seems to be when NZ&ds seek warmer surrou
be hot and sticky or bathed in sunlight for tha
some members taking extended holidays (maybe we
t hose, Bruce Harvey spent some time in the UK w

the preservation of Ce e the SS Gt Britain??



Aug 7th saw a number of items presented on the
Our hobby seems to be gaining momentum and when
di splay its easy to see where many hours of toi

and do bring your treasures along on club night

Bruce McKerras is again | ooking for some help w
contact him directly if you can hel p.

Spring is coming and with it maybe some finer S
ways welcome to assist with public running on S
l unch

I f you have any handy tips you want to share, p

pics to Roy Robinson so he can share with our w

I believe Hamilton have an e

<

ening run Nov 3 so

sion .....watch this space for details.

o

Stay safe and enjoy every moment you can

Russel |l Prout

Presi dent

A DF | oco at Taneatua. From the Clive C
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tinue the construction of

Mi d Right: Another yes ar
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Bottom Left: Jason FIl anne
cheque book model engi nee

getting on the track quic

From the Editorods desk
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The views and opinions expressed in articles co
(s) and do not necessarily reflect the policy,



My Rail way Career by Clive C
Part 5

Ross Hambl yn

Ross Hamblyn was about four years senior to me
years and was returning there after attending t

travel i n the guards van of train 361, he aske:
Having been bored stiff, sitting on a diesel fo
him do the firing, to which I happily agreed.

|l am not sure i f Ross always fired the way he
rything was done by the book. He flicked one sl
for a few seconds, then he was up again and pul

| ater he was up on his feet again to put a sho
across the middle.

He fired in that manner al |l the way to Kawer
existent the whole journey. I was quite happy
|l bs of the | imit, but Ross kept the needle hove
of the injectors of course. As | was keeping | o
his firing to fit in between | eft hand curves,

and there were no banks apart from the short 1i

ver sed, | would stild]l have fired my usual way,

Wh e e | slip devices and Mal col m Rendel |

Towar ds the end of t he 1960s a device was fit

The theory was that instead of pouring sand on
pressed a button, which gave a quick shot of a
wheel s. I had reservations about the effective
sl owed the slipping wheels to the speed of the

and also retarded the wheels which were not sl

Mal col m Rendell was a young eddr not much ol de
day, was driving, but under his direction was us
Previously we had been arguing about its effect
badly and in trying to control it using the whe

am sure Malcolm thought | had done it deliberat



but had no more success than I had. The idea w

too raw at that stage. Eventually automatic re
be more successful, but throttle control and se
Level Crossing smash at Matat a

The first | evel crossing smash in which | was

the road crossing was unprotected, (no bells o
355 and at about 7.30.a.m a car full of Maor i

stopped half a train | ength down the track. Ma |
and check out the damage, but he insisted on g

but Mal colm was pale and nervous the rest of tt

Too much fire

I never got into trouble regarding maintainin:
on the other side of the Kaimai 6s, going up th
Wai hi, even though | wasted a few hundred tons

a few struggles on the relatively flat running

Mal col m. We had a full | oad behind us on the fr
It was an all ni ght job, starting at various
The shifts were always | ong, t welve hours or m
Maunganui , instead of Tauranga or Te Maunga, é
twenty miles of travel to the shift. Waiting f
running as that was always of |l ow priority.

The O6moreporké was also hard on the fireman f

of the shunt roster. It foll owed four weeks of
Dsc. diesel SWRnedr KBy UNBeé yAIKI Y& gNRaGa |y
FSSt | oAG &asid FYR FDSNJGKIG AG gF&a ol Ol Ay GKS
For some reason, on one particular night | ju:
into the firebox, but the steam pressure woul d
full | oad behind the engine, I needed to have

had a juggling act with getting steam up to 20
fill the boiler before having to shut off the

woul d have to get the pressure back up again be

Descending the Otamarakau bank, I checked the

shovel bl ade inside the firebox and then anglir



di fferent parts of the fire are clear of f 1 ame

can only be done going down hill, otherwise the
What | saw was, the firebox filled right up to
ner s. The only empty space | eft was above the
ther e, at | east dtihriercttyi odnesg.r eTehse, oinnl yaltlhi ng t o d
and operate the injector as and when | coul d.
beach to Matata, which was our regular water st

We came to a stop with the water hose opposit«
the tender to put in the hosebag and fill the
on, the ed6dr will throw a few shovels of coal ¢
|l eaving there going south. Mal colm had no i dea
| was | istening carefully as he took a |l ook to

to me on the night air in a very astounded voioc

Back in the cab we discussed what to do, whic
nine miles. Mat ata to Kawerau is fifteen miles,
and flat, then a gradual upgrade all t he way t
another shovel of coal. Once there, the firemai
(about three barrow | oads), as we would be wali
ready, on this night | still had no need to to

the station for a feed and a natter with the | cC

Returning to the engine to get it ready for ¢t}
fire had deep fissures in it, (hard South 1 sl an
raked i1t flat, put a few shovel fuls in the back
Awakaponga, twelve miles away. From there on, I
ing steam. Again, as in the story of napve Les
the firegrate was relatively clean of <clinker.

Gordon Bentl ey

The first ed6dr | was rostered to work with at
ot her firemen commi serated with me on my bad
grumpy, although he was a good engi neman. The
the main components which determines how much ¢

ing quality of coal and condition of the engine

I found out within a few hours his great 1inter
of the nearest T. A. B. Once settled on the engi



I al ways asked him about his horse bets and |

tempe®ne night on a Df, early on in the trip, I
l evel of the header (cooling) tank. Very neces
guickly and occasionally needed a top up at Ke

The gauge glass stop valve had just a small

was too tight to turn with the fingers. Using
dl e, the glass shattered and Gordon finished wu
pipe off. This was done with extremely hot wate
grumbl ed at me, then or | ater. He never got hi:
episode that | fell into the pit as told earl i e
| was again with Gordon one evening, several
fallen, probably on the O6moreporkd. On |l ooking
where State Highway 2 | eaves the Rotorua highw
run into the train about thirty wagons back. G
out the damage, l uckily nothing bad to the tra
both straight and flat at that point, what wer
rail way wagons flashing past in front of their

clearly visible.

Anot her fireman was with Gordon one night when
tracks, naked, in front of his train at Matapi!l

Your guess i s as good as mine.

Reg Kawit.i

The other road crossing accident I experiencec
Maunganui branch. Reg Kawiti was the eddr and
time four young people were killed in a car on
Reg and | had a J on the 35 shunt at Te Maunc
was winter and wet, so when we had sever al h ou
Reg hung his railway issue black | ambswool ove
shuntersé lunchroom to eat and play cards etc.

the bottom two thirds of his coat had disappear

The firehole door s, which are air operated b
opened by themselves as air | eaked away, t his
fire had smoul dered away except the top part,

bl ami ng me, so perhaps | hung 1t there for hirt



could wear them out, it was no great deal

Pat Duf f and Gri z

I mentioned before the different | evels of ad
er evening shift on the 35 shunt, we again hac
came out with a full | oad, about 150t , behind
ready to come out to Te Maunga, which would t a

were going to suggest that we go and fetch tha

trick, I suggested they take the J and we woul
to this arPanhg®&méht was only six months junior
a cleaner at Frankton, he had been only at Mt.
from us there was a good fire in it, with a f
dered across and asked Pat how he had coped. H
i nto the cab, steam was down to 100l bs. and th
box, | saw not only was the fire too thin, but

On wide firebox engines such as the Ab, J anc
kept filled with coal, as | found out in my ep

back as Pat fl oundered around and not sai d a w

the fire up for him and reminded him to keep t

second | oad, the steam and water situations we
their return, I found the steam down 1601 bs psi
as he should have done, Pat would never have g:¢

Qut of steam again

Al t hough | had struggled to maintain steam on
stopped solely by the |l ack of steam, apart fro
for train 361 had been prepared by the O6put an
booking on ti me. As wusual I did a quick recce
stead of a good fire, plenty of water and 150
steam pressure was down, The Wwaset hewhwehenol doa
earlier in the morning, should have been sprea
cleaner or P and T fireman. There was a small

filled a bucket: these | spread, probably too



The cleaner had really |l et me down, I had to s
my other duties. Throwing | ots of coal i nto th
bers would be smothered. By carefully nursing

|l ive coals to spread around to make more pocke

Unfortunately this all took time and Murphyos |
wor se.

It was rare for 361, or any other goods train
the main |ine and just as rarely, the shunter

the train. Straight after coupling up, the guar
es etc with the e6dr and give him the train |is
completed and we were set to depart in record t
wagons; | ife was not meant to be easy.

Bob Allen, the edédr, did not suffer fools gl act
good engine man. Being aware of the situation,
accelerated around the curve under the cliffs e
there then, spoiling the | andscape, and at higl
embankment . A slight rise took us onto the har
drop down onto the embankment which | ed to the
is no great shakes as banks go, it climbs from
Pl ateau: just half a mile at 1 in 80.

Despite Bobdos expertise, and he was another t
of the way up the bank we came to a stop. By

mi nutes with the blower full on and some judic
head of steam. Luckily the rail was dry and tF
wheel sl ip. There were no recriminations thrown

not to bl ame.

That was not the only time a cleaner made a h

i ng, booking on at 8. 0. am, to run a train to Kz
rostered for wus had finished its shift Saturda
the boiler etec.

The cleaner sl eeps 1in

As there were no engines in steam in the depot
er was booked on Sunday morning at 5. 0. am, t o

would take only a couple of hours to get up ste



the fire, but it was two hours before enough s
From there it was not l ong before there was e
could move the engine and top up the tender wit
to trundle down to the station. Starting off t
summer .

Hare said he did not want to get the <cl eaner
make up time on the road and fiddle our depart
but at Te Maunga a full | oad awaited wus, which
bl owing, which has a very noticeable effect on
sisted. That resulted in me shovelling constant
keep Hare supplied with a full head of steam, w
Later, Hare told me he had received a blister
fired close to seven tons of coal on the road
more than | ever fired before, or after. I dou
put a ton in the firebox before we topped the t
Putting on a show with Sel wyn

One memorable | ate afternoon, Selwyn and | wel
| oad behind the engine. Maungatapu Bridge was |
Mount Maunganui then and at that time of the d:¢
Maunga road crossing.

I still had a big fire in the firebox, which n
ble me to start cleaning the fire grate. Sel wyn
t his, opening the regulator even wider and putt
equivalent to |l eaving a car in first gear and p
of the exhaust got <closer together as we gather
Smoke, cinders, soot, ashes and steam blasted wu
The cleaner sl eeps 1in

As there were no engines in steam in the depot
was booked on Sunday morning at 5.0.am, to | igh
take only a couple of hours to get up st eam. iH
was two hours before enough steam was raised to
To be continued.



RAILWAY STATION AND AOUNT MADS g

I have been sorting and catalc

have a | arger bookcase. Amongs
Cigarette Card Al bum. Whil st t
were some interesting pics of

ple of the Railway Station. I
era of these pics so would aprg
date these for me?

The odd man out was a tractior
wo o | behind. Mu st have been or
ing over the Kaimaids! ! 1111

Editor Roy
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Peter Wiseley takes his
on track run.
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Upcoming Events

September

29 Sept Kapit:i Miniature Railway Twilight run
October

2 Oct Guest speaker from Iscar talking on repla
2022 Oct Nelson Open weekend and 60th Anniversa
2022 Oct New Plymouth Open weekend

2022 Oct Keirunga Park Open weekend

November

1011 Nov TMMEC Open weekend

1618 Nov CSMEE running all weekend



