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Newsletter November 2018
TAURANGA MODEL MARINE AND ENGINEERING CLUB INC.
The Secretary Miniature Railway Memorial Park
PO Box 15589 Open to Public, weather permitting
Tauranga 3112 Sundays in Summer: 10am to 4pm approximately
Winter. 10am to 3pm approximately
Palmerville Station Phone 578 7293 Website: www.tmmec.org.nz
MEETINGS CONVENERS
General Members Meeting every first Tuesday 7pm. Workshop: John Nicol
Committee Meeting every second Thursday at 7pm. Track : Bruce Harvey, John Stent.
Maintenance Tuesday mornings from 9am. Marine:
Engineering discussions Tuesday evenings 7.30pm. Librarian: Chris Pattison
Rolling Stock:
COMMITTEE Website: Murray de Lues
President: Russell Prout 548 2881
Vice President: ~ Mark Duncan 0211265501 OPERATORS 2018 - 2019
Club Captain Bruce McKerras 577 0134 18 November M De Lues
Secretary: Jason Flannery 572 1165 25 November M Duncan
Treasurer: Owen Bennett 544 9807 2 December B Fitzpatrick
Committee: Chris Pattison, John Heald, Peter 9 December B Harvey
Jones, David Flockart, Max 16 December P Jones
Donnelly, Brian Marriner, Bruce 23 December W Karlsson
Harvey. 30 December B McKerras
Boiler Committee: Peter Jones, Bruce McKerras, 6 January 2019 N Bush
John Heald. 13 January M De Lues
Safety Committee: Warren Karlsson, Bruce Harvey, 20 January M Duncan
Peter Jones, Chris Pattison, Brian 27 January B Fitzpatrick
Marriner, Russell Prout Jason 3 February B Harvey
Flannery, Oliver Duncan. 10 February P Jones
Editor: Roy Robinson 07 5491182 17 February W Karlsson
royrobkk@gmail.com 24 February B McKerras
President’'s Report
This will be our | ast newsletter for 2018 and v
very best for the festive season and may you en
you are traveling, Il wish you and your family a
A great start to the November calenda4l lwiNblweomur
ber. As wusual there was a great deal of organi s
who chipped in to get it happening. Under the s
saw everything fall into place.
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the boil er.

David Shandos mechano magic was again on displ

|l ent mod el Dave.

Owendés Buggy engine and the wooden prototype to

he may be getting close to running it (not the

The AnnualAbAsvamrtdsf rom t he table was Warren Bel k

awarded the Norm Decke Trophy. This is a magni f
ing It again soon.

Al so in the awards was Max Donnel |l y. He recei ve
build at the Nelson Convention back in January

hand to present this trophy to Max.

Robert Harris gift vouchers for volunteer t hi s

(@]
(7]

serving members. Thanks to Robert Harris for th

New member s

Three new members joined our c¢club this mont h:

Dean Crosby

Luci a Fell ows

Regan Olivecrona

Lucia has already progressed on the driver trali
and Bl ack Magic and | have heard sever al very c
her driving. Well done Luci a.

Pl ease dondét hesitate to introduce yourself to
course there is always something more to | earn
ask the old (or not so old) hands whenever you

A highlight to this months developments is the

built and tested in his Phant om. Many ho s hav

=

u
al | the steps to this burner build with outstan

boring but he too has warmed to the practical a
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Show and Tel |

Warren Bel k the deserved recipient of the Norm
steam powered boat. 2 years of construction has
can be seen in the end result. The fact the boi
detract from the boat as Warren had to alter hi
boil er and engine. This rescaling created its

construction pr obWoernmsd @lhhd ss§Vanrordeen ciasn proudl y h

Views of the model showing the complex detail

Warren with the Norm Decke Trophy
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Right : Anot
Warrenbdés ste

From t he
des k.

|l overlooked (forgot! ! 1111 to insert a couple

The winners of t he Robert Harris Coffee voucher
Darius and John Heal d

Pl ease catch up with Jason to collect your vouc

For Sal e

TMMEC regalia. is availabl e

Bucket hats $20.00

Caps $16.50 (both these items inclu
Club shirts with $4a3me0Oand | ogo

Logo patch $8.50 (all prices include GST
Contact John Stent

Pl ans

Compl ete set of plans f o664 a aBhRk Stoacnodnaortdi vl aisns 54
$110. 00 ono

Contact John Stent

Attention

I welcome all RUBASEerRdd thlhemveo me in the raw fo
I am unable to use pdf files and it i s expensiyv

Thanks Roy

Chri st mas
What do you get iif you cross Santa with a Duck?

A Christmas Quacker! 1D 1111



My Rai |l way Careelreyoy CIl i vg
Part 9

Fitters at Tawuranga

Peter Jones replaced Dick Page as the Taurang

knowl edgeabl e guy who seemed to have an answer

ture thrown at him. One day after repairing a f
cause | had no proper patches, I had a questic
guestion to him, owhy is it necessary to use p
Completely defl ated, no pun intended, (wel | ma \
swer, to which he replied, he had once worked i
Dick however had a weakness, he could not st al
and gore in the lunchroom. He was a nice guy bt

l unch and he would run outside coughing and gag

Peter Jones, our replacement fitter, was a fre
out of his apprenticeship, or even stild/l in it
ni ng, but he proved to be up to the task despi

mover and shaker of a project to restore an L

stripping down completely and rebuilding.

Lionel our boss, not the most popular of peopl
this project. Volunteers from among our | oco ¢
way. Mo st wor k was performed on Sundays, as ¢t
crews were booked on. During the three years i1
mi ssed a Sunday. Il wanted to be there more on
young family at home, my priorities were divide

The L was duly completed and after a few test

the historic village in 17th Avenue, where seve

Later it was moved to Shantytown.

Log trains through the tunnel

Karangahake tunnel had tight <c¢clearances all a
when | saw the scratches on the tunnel roof aft
to deduce that they were caused by | ogs which |

course once | was aware they were there my eyes



The tunnel roof was scratched from end to end,

Complete | og trains from Kinleith to Taurange
el sewhere. Any scratches from the odd | og wago
by fresh soot. It is a frightening thought of
the tunnel portal, especiallyoif it was just ir
Petrol tank wagons at Christmas or,
Over the Christmas period many of the smal.l S

attendance were switched out and the staff sta
and this meant the Thames branch was al so shut
| oaded petrol wagons bound for Thames, which s
the vehicles through to Tauranga. The Guard di

switched out station.

At Tauranga the vehicles were promptly put o]

through Paeroa South to Frankton without puttir

were running hot and so the guard, stil!l rel uct
at Wai hi . The next train north put them off at
passed through their point-i ngd aedgthentate Fhepg
tually put off in the right place.

No trains ran into and out of Tauranga from,

booked on the only train to the north and its
was a butter pick up only, bet ween the Morrins
sand tons of butter, just two days production.

Uni on Man

Tauranga had its own branch of the E.F.C.A. tF

er workers could join and it was for N.Z.R. st:;
came mine, a position | held for two years. Th
of receiving mail from and writing |l etters to
and in Wellington.

During my three years as a union representat.

over the poor cab heating of Db | ocos. With anc
agement to I mprove the heating | threatened we
set foot on them. I did not in fact have a man

were al ways moaning about the situation, no bar



Many of t he Df fleet were by now in the scrap
|l oads I mposed on t hem. The Db.s were the railw
one of the best money making areas for N. Z. G. R
had extra electric heaters installed

Di sliding cab windows was another problem ar
t ual sliding part, but the whole window frame,
The only time | was around at such an event, i
fell out on the main |ine as the crews were cheé
be passing beneath at the wrong moment they wo
forts were made to remedy the probl em, but it

wor k was very poor.

At the A. G. M. in 1976 there were no takers fc
would have to go into recess. That meant we wo
branch. That sinouatas na wlast aofnoour squabbles w
changeover points. I all owed myself to be per
course elected unopposed.

Uni on members and Ding Dong

The retiring president, Merv Walton took me a:
to | et any hothead bulldoze the branch i nto ma
branch on an even keel and make only sane and |
A particular fireman, Ding Dong was a most oh
than the Dboss. He was a fireman who had been r
By the time I became president he had been ups
several years. During that time more than one ¢
Being stuck with him in a cab two metres by on
week was stressing to say the | east.

Soon after my elevation to presidency, matter
Sunday morning to start work, | found George SI
to it and when my fireman arrived I qguickly ar
There was no shed staff on duty on Sundays and
be i nformed that George and D. D. were i ncompat
could be placed with someone a bit mobher d ah ald bh
mur murings previously at wunion meetings about

sistent he had to go.



The ex president was the main mover in this an
had given me. I did not believe the union shou
not broken any wunion rul es. I was the |l oser in

his eddr exam and transferred to Pal merston Nor

Some months after D.D. had been assigned as m)
stressful day with hi m, my daughter Linda c¢ame
ribs. I swung round fast with clenched fists ar
to stop planting my fists in her stomach. She
damage | coul dT hhea vset rdeosnse .caused by being shut u
gerous situation at home, as | often played ro
the girls should be kept away from me wuntil D. [
time with us was running out. He passed his ebo0

Pal mer ston North.

| was told that D.Dés one and only foray out
yard at Pal merston Nth. The shunters refused tc
back to the depot. That was the end of his |ife

gine driver ever.

I am always puzzled as to how he was ever tak
several years before steam was finished with.
engine and so to be able to work with people c

was paramount . D.D. failed abysmally on both c«
ers. On a diesel |l oco he could have sat in the
few minutes with him was quite |l ong enough to |
candidate for the footplate, not by a |l ong shot
How do | drive a Dsb

A | oco | had seen only from the outside was
Kawerau and | was sent there as a relief drive
hp Caterpillar engine in it, the gear change ar

I was thrown in at the deep end as the eddr ¢
mi nutes and give me a bit of instruction, howeyv
had watched the | ocal edbdrs while riding in thie
The | oads pulled out of the sawmill are fairly

pretty quickly and | think the shunters were he



Mount Maunganui

A regular turn on the shunt roster was a day
summer . I f we had a decent break for lunch the
the harbour and have a swim. Crushed bark from
t hen, often covered the rails, it made stoppin

|l ocked up and no amount of sand seemed to brin

It was on such a day that | hit a car that he
drove in front of my |l oco, a Dsc, just as | a [
until we stopped and then a very shaken driver
on his forehead and was a bit incoherent but w:

I was on the Mount shunt roster for t hree wee

tive Assistant) arrived at work wearing a | eat
swastika. Apart from not being a great adverti
sonally got up my nose. | explained to him tha
tried to bomb me, and the rest of my family, [
especially when working with me. To give him hi
me .

Laddi e Br own

One fine summer6s day my fireman was Laddie B

the Bay and probably in New Zeal and. He had hi:

to the ocean beach for a spot of surfing. He g
rough, with the breakers too close together to
catch a wave. Perhaps Laddie knew that and was:!
Laddi e showed me his original surfboard, whic
wood, fifteen feet |l ong and made by hi m, for

Zeal and when he first tried his hand at surfi n;q

Bri dge gang at Apat a

War ni ng! Dangerous eo6dr approaching! Temporar
track, bridges or trackside structures and emt
gangs et c. were working. Train crews were not.i

on the train advice form they signed for at t|

was positioned some eight hundred metres from



A

An inner board with a | arge black o6Cd on a wh

twenty metres from the site.

The bridge over the Wainui River, north of A
through a |l ong cutting, which ends abruptly wh
curve at the north end, preventing any view of

wooden trestle type and was about fifty metres

|l was in the cutting driving a train at | ine
of me. In a futile gesture | applied the brake
before the brakes had even started to act. On |

see the bridge gang had dug down around the pi
working in the pits they had dug.

They were obviously not amused as we shook th

what it should have been. I had missed seeing t
the gang reported me | would be in trouble and
the return part of the journey, the gang were
and again got away with it.
We are all | iars in the eyes of the
Ken Anderson, the shed driver of my cleaning ¢
|l adder to Chief Locomotive Supervisor. There wa
l ot of his time visiting all the depots in N.Z.
visors, but also the | oco crews. He was a good
Morrinsvillebs smal/l Sshunting yard had trap p
about to | eave the yard with a train, having r
master, a green departure signal and o6right a
showed green, but the trap points were open in
went to the guard, shunter and stationmaster,

man he got them to sign a statement he had writ

er was then called out to rectify the probl em.
Ken sent a report to his superiors, but was n
es, they informed him, no ¢6failure had occurred
over the witnesses, signals o6do not f ail i n tha
there was a failure, any ed6bdr who was unfortun
escape the blame and that would never do. I n K

bl ame, whatever the circumstances.



Ken again

When Ken was a cleaner and young fireman hi s

him on evening and weekend shifts around the de

in the engines and used the injectors and bl owe
house and had a young family, and of course t he
day.

The railway |line ran behind their house i n a

with smoke pouring from the chimney and the wi

washing. Mr s . Anderson | eaned over the fence ¢
which he replied finot possibleo. She quickly ir
open the firehole door. The young fireman was a

the housewife and her footplate knowl edge.

Passi ng signal s at r ed

Bomber Murdochdés son Denis was my fireman doi

great delight in telling him not only how usel
usually too tired to stay awake. Denis too was
We were on our way home on a main |ine job in

awake as could be expected at such an wuneart hl

perched high up on the pedestal seat and Deni s
The 6homed signal at Paeroa was behind us and
trol s, brain working |ike a computer, to stop
thing | knew was a panicky voice saying Oare Yy

Il 6m all right, where am | 67?

A Df cab is completely dark at night apart frc

t ween the two seats i1t iIis even darker. I scr aml
in time to see the red Ostarterd signal fl ashi
to emergency stop and closed the throttle. By t

uation and myself. After reversing the train back into station limits | went across to the station
agent and mumbled something about the brakes no

It was most embarrassing for me, of the twent
Denis with me. To give him his due, he never me

he was asleep and the first thing he knew was n



At times when on an isolated section of ‘track,
few minutes and then | would be awake agai n, b

gear was disconcerting.

Passing a signal at O6Redo6 del i berat
Guards do manage to get | eft behind occasional
Wai hi one Saturday afternoon. We had a particul

the guards van by the station for parcels work,

yard and around the curve at the south end.

After a while the station agent appeared half

a green flag for 6right awayo6 and then waved

bound, knowing we were the only train on the tr
Wai mata was the first crossing | oop and. I w
and the O0departured at red. Saturday afternoon
hough the signals were automati c, there was n
Frankton or Tauranga. Knowing there was no pos
cided to carry on, a sackable offence if caught

The next station, Athenree was nearly at the
perceived the 6T6 | ight flashing. This is the

chose to keep going as by the time the train c
wal k back.

My mind now began to work overtime and | star
T.C. wanted to talk to me was because someone |
pass the signal at red. I had already been feel
turned to real concern. The next ten minutes seEe
to front up to my future as an enginedriver, ofr
At the next station Tahawai , I brought the 1o

trepidation picked up the phone. Train Control

Wai hi . He was chasing us by taxi and we were s
next station. To say | was relieved would be th
An earlier broken rul e

The only other time | did something silly del

alias Gray, on the | ate shunt at Te Maunga when



Maunganui and wanted to get home earl y. Af ter

scooter on the engine, a Dsa. At the end of the
ranga so he could go directly home, saving nea
very much a éno nod then, but very reluctantly
Practical jokers

There were a number of practical jokers among
Sandil ands was hard to beat. Sam and his eddr
passenger s, supposedly in the guards van of a
stopped at Te Puna, waiting to cross an oncomi:tr
of the train and climbed into the rear cab..
Once the train was on its way again, Sam wal k:
the door behind Sandy. Because of the suddenly
Sandy was aware of the open door and without t
Sshut behind him. This occurred three times, but
Sandydés wrist. Sandy shot off his seat in frigh

Bob Richards had dropped off one night while

el ed Bobbés seat around so it faced the porthole
turned on and the fireman yelled out o6l ook out
engine headlight coming at him, panic stations.
Ji mmy Royal was our most prolific practical |
35 shunt. Chappi e was a West Coaster and in t|
would do better. Jimmy was well aware of this a
Many Maori s, and a few non Maoris on the rail\
on the day shift which started at 5.30. am. I h a

Ji mmy sat down at the table and picked up an e

eaten it he picked up another one and cracked i
he worked his way through the eggs, unt i | only
he could have it. Chappie thanked him and bei ng¢
his forehead, of course it was not hard boil ed
face.

To be continued.



Nel son Trip

On | abour weekend 2018 the Nelson society of
versary and after the excellent convention t he)
to go down. It started on the Thursday of that
catch our bus in the morning. On the Friday mor
Auckl and. The trip was pretty uneventful apart
rived at the fancy Auckland bus ter minal about
we did see the an old train station (forgot it:s
boarding the flight. This time was spent eating
boarded the flight and | was already exited. Tt
there was a good view. We arrived in Nelson wit

into the airport we were greeted with hugs fror

We were quickly escorted to the track and we
hell o to Jack, Cor ban, Phil i p, et c. |l went off
|l antic and had Reece Cobb fiddling with it. I
tal king. After doing the rounds of greeting pe

were all pulling off for the day apart from t he
Rob Roy out. We quickly got it onto the steami
track. Unfortunately Michael had had a new rid
ground and he cut his hand. But after we found
| could go for a drive. I | earnt the control s \
my | ove for smaller scale engines. She was a be
to pack up. The night was spent riding on the
o'clock we all went home to the Gibbs house. Af
a house tour and we eventually went to bed.

The next morning was a 7 o' clock start so af

for breakfast. After chowing down on our food v
didn't have a fire in it. That morning Max and
out . He said yes so Max got the Bejax and | got

we got everything ready for a steam up and begt

Soon Max was off and | was raising steam. Whil e
steam but | was to busy to hel p. Eventually | ¢
When it started getting dar k | went and sca\

an electric Engine in the steaming bays and st



-+ < Q ot Q
@ @ d® O «a

(7]

we
an
we
Ve
fr
t h

Ov
ed

Ol

The engine ran wel |l al | day so it was good.
mmodation and sl eep.

Sunday morning started off as wuswual with Mac:
ssenger hauling. It ran pretty uneventfully 8
g a go with different engines. Then at 1ish v
out 4. Then at the end of the day | drove the
oms for dinner and banter. Reece, Colin and I
nes had used the 5 gauge ground | evel track.
o ono. So | quickly built steam up and hit ¢t}
before me as | could only go about a 3rd of
rse back to the station. This gave me a chanc

r going back and forth Aforerma diftun ewdnitmge e&fn
id my goodbyes and left for the I ast

On Monday mor ni
re dropped off

d started the t
nt smoothly andk
ry comfy. I eve&
iend. We got ho:

at was it

eral | it was a
by the Nel son
rs. Hoping to g

| T e Duncan



Christmas Party

Location: 18 Youngsen Rd
9th February 2019

Starts at 2pm
What to bring: A plate of and cutlery

Meat for the BBQ and Drinks will be provided

Drinks will be both alcoholic and non-alcoholic

Bruce Harvey’'s place is about 150m ug#&VYou
opposite Omokoroa Road) on the right
or desert to share. Don’t forget ry
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Tae Edicor Wishes you a Merry Kimas and a Grea Modeling Holiday

Upcoming Events
December

25 Dec Santa comes! ! 11111
January

26 Jan Pal merston North Locomot
2628 Jan Whangar ei Open Weekend
February
6 Feb Manakau Free Waitangi Day [ wi th s

9 February TMMEC Xmas Function iy (> detail | at
23 24 Feb Mai dston (Hutt Valley)

Mar c h

1617 March Hamilton Open Weekend

Not e

The proposed trip in the Wi lliam C Daldy await s

to do I|Iist yet as more information wil/ be fort



and Around

Top and bottom ri . Lucia making of her
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