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Wheels & Floats 

Tauranga Model Marine and Engineering Club Inc. 

           December  2025 
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Newsletter  December  2025 

TAURANGA MODEL MARINE AND ENGINEERING CLUB INC. 
The Secretary       Miniature Railway Memorial Park 

PO Box 15589       Open to Public, weather permitting 

Tauranga 3112       Sundays : 10am to 3pm approximately 

            

Palmerville Station Phone 578 7293   Website: www.tmmec.org.nz 

Bank Account 03-0435-0461711-000      Facebook: Memorial Park Railway Tauranga  

CONVENERS 

Boiler Committee:   

   Owen Bennett, Ross Camp- 

      bell, Bruce McKerras, Ash  

   Thomas.  

Safety Committee:  

  Ethan Bramley, David Ingley, Warren 

  Karlsson, Bruce McKerras. 

 

Workshop:  Ethan Bramley 

 

Drivers Licencing :  

   Warren Karlsson, Bruce  

   Mckerras. 

    

Track :  Russell Prout, Ash Thomas. 

 

Librarian:  Chris Pattison. 

 

Rolling Stock: Jason Flannery 

 

Website:  Peter Davies. 

 

MEANZ rep Russell Prout. 

 

Editor:  Roy Robinson  027 5491182 

                               royrobkk@gmail.com 

MEETINGS 

General Members Meeting : every first Tuesday 

   of the month, at 7pm. 

Committee Meeting :  every second Thursday of 

   the month at 7pm. 

Maintenance : Tuesday mornings from 9am. 

Engineering discussions : Tuesday evenings  

   7.00pm. 

COMMITTEE 

President:        Warren Karlsson 027 5422863 

Vice President:  Owen Bennett  027 5914992 

Club Captain     Joanne Knights  020 4190 9567 

   Ethan Bramley   022 0972 767 

Secretary:        Warren Karlsson 027 5422863 

Treasurer:        Jerry Payne   021 486 013 

Committee:        

        Ian Bain, Ethan Bramley Graeme 

        Hayley, David Ingley, Brian  

        Marriner, Russell Prout,          

        

 

 

 

       

Cover photo :   I think Santa needs a hand to get his running gear redesigned. 
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Presidents Report  December  2025 

 

.As we head into a well-deserved break from routine and face the ini-

tial chaos of the silly season before settling into couple of quiet weeks of 

“holidaying”, I would like to thank you all for the time and efforts put 

into the club over the past year. 

Our last day of public running, for this year, is on Sunday 21st of December and we resume on Sunday 

11th January.  

Some members will be making a visit to the Christchurch MEANZ Convention and CANMOD 2026 run-

ning from the 8-11th January, for those attending here’s to an enjoyable and safe experience.  

Russell will be attending the MEANZ BGM as our nominated Club representative, following up from a 

most active year within MEANZ with the strengthening of how affiliated clubs will operate under both the 

ADR and proposed new boiler codes.  

Noting the our ADR is due for its biennial renewal in May this coming year, and will be subject to any 

changes being implemented, including how we manage driver training and competency. 

All MEANZ newsletters and bulletins are passed on by the Secretary, as and when received, ensuring 

each any everyone is kept well informed. 

 

The Committee, along with the Editor also take a break for a month before normality returns in February. 

However business of the club in the form of bills to be paid have to be acknowledged as usual in January, 

thus the Secretary Treasurer and Bookkeeper will have some minimal work to do. 

This year we had only two group bookings for private function rides, normally we have triple that number, 

possibly a sign of the times but this has always been an unpredictable “market” to which we endeavour to 

meet any requests made.  

Thank you to those club members whom turn up to help run when required outside of your normal routine 

 

In late February or March the St. John Ambulance Association are arranging to hold their annual Picnic at 

the Memorial Park where we will open up our railway for them to enjoy. 

 

I also have an invitation to speak to the Tauranga Deaf Association early in the New Year, in conjunction 

with the Mini Golf.  I believe the topic is how the Memorial Park has developed over the years, so some 

historical information is being provided by the City Council whom are also being tasked with having an 

interpreter present.  

The original arrangement was between the Deaf Association and Mini Golf but we have been roped in to 

help, so I may need some assistance here, as again we open up our railway to a deserving group. 

Actual dates, and arrangements for all the above are yet to be finalised and notified. 



4 

 

The Raised Track modifications are taking a short break following a tremendous effort by a small dedicat-

ed team, led by Russell, to progress it to where it can be used but with further enhancements to complete. 

A special mention to Peter Lawn for his dedicated attention to the project, along with Ash, Ashley, Jason, 

Warren B, Kerrin and others whom have volunteered their time over the last 2 – 3 months (my apologies if 

I have missed anybody in particular) 

A reminder of the Tauranga Model Railway annual display being held at the Boys High School on the 17 

and 18th January, Roy is coordinating this with further information following in this newsletter. 

TAMAR passed its annual boiler survey this past week and thank you to Warren Belk for his continued 

stewardship of this important locomotive, along with Bruce, John, Ross, Steve and Kerrin as the operating 

controllers. 

 Next year we are making arrangements for our annual social function to be held at the Waihi Gold-

field’s Railway, on Saturday 14th February, to include a return rail trip from Waihi to Waikino a followed by 

BBQ and a peak behind closed shed doors at the society’s Waihi facility.  A bus is being arranged to 

transport club members from Memorial Park and back on the day, with more detailed information to follow 

next month.  

The Club Calendar and Duty Operators’ Roster for 2026 is included with this newsletter, with copy’s post-

ed within club house 

I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a prosperous and happy New Year as we leave behind 2025 

and look forward and welcome 2026. 

 

Again thank you for your attention and regards to you all,  

Warren Karlsson. 

 

 

PEACE ON EARTH AND GOODWILL TO ALL. 
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Humour : 
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Club Captains Report December
 Hi Team, 

Here we are, nearing the end of another year. I have 

been out of town for the past few weeks, so not a 

heap to report this month. However, from a railway 

side we did run all of the five available Sundays in 

the past month.  

 

We have had several members taking trips around the North Island, including to Mana Ariki and also over 

to Cambridge Club for their ever popular night runs, this saw Bruce’s ‘Red Rocket’ out for a successful 

run after spending some time in his shed being overhauled.  

 

Really, all I have to say this month is a huge thank you to everyone that has participated in the club’s ac-

tivities and events over the past year, we have had some great successes that were only made possible 

by the effort that everyone puts in.  

 

Our next club event will be the ‘Xmas Party’ in February – More details to follow in due course. 

 

I hope that everyone has a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

Thanks, 

 

Joanne & Ethan.  

 
      Cambridge Night Run. 
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Show and Tell  + 

 

Kerrin G is making a micrometer stand out 

of a piece of cast iron. He decided to ma-

chine this on his shaper. Now whilst most 

members knew what a shaper is they are all 

but collector’s items these days.  

 

 

 

Below : Chris P had a couple of No2 morse 

taper reamers for sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tamar underwent its annual test, Chris 

Erasmus doing due diligence, with Warren B 

and Kerrin G keeping a close watch.  (and it 

passed) 



8 

 



9 

As one of five finalists in the TECT Western Bay Community Awards a video was done so that the Judges 

could compare the finalists to select the winners. There were many categories and we were in the “Heart 

of the Community” category. Below are a couple of pics taken whilst filming. 

The President gets interrogated!!     Pep talk for the customers 

 

The drive by with 

customers, camer-

as rolling, Take 7 

Credit Peter Davis 
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Town and Around 
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Power to the People            Part 2 
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Disclaimer : 

The views and opinions expressed in articles contained in this magazine are those of the author

(s) and do not necessarily reflect the policy, position or opinion of the TMMEC or its officials.  
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The Mighty Midgets of the Nelson Section        Part 2 
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 Contact Gavin Thomas  027 670 3870     07 578 4171          27 Glasgow Street Tauranga 
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Mob0278229353      jordan@welddepot.co.nz                                   

                           96 Whiore Avenue, Tauriko,Tauranga 3110 

mailto:jordan@welddepot.co.nz
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Model Train Show 

The Club will have a  display in the Model Train Show at the Tauranga Boy’s College as 

per the poster below. This display will be along the lines of passed years. I have a couple 

of offers of assistance but 

would love to have some more 

“on the day assistance”, if you 

can assist for a couple of hours 

over the weekend would be 

great. Please give me a call Roy 

Robinson Ph 0275491182  or 

email <royrobkk@gmail.com> 

Hi Yous 

Just a quick note to wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and the usual 

Happy New Year. 

There will be no mag in January 

so you will have a little more time 

to get the article you are writing 

to me. Thanks the all those who 

have provided articles over the 

passed year, you are 

All the Best 

Ed        


