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October proved to be another very busy month, F
60th and preparation fdrltdurNoomanbeweeKihnd @m elpC
a small section of 50 rail being fitted into th
ground | evel to travel on the entire track once
At our |l ast committee meeting we regrettably re
Mi chael FIl ockhart. Davi d, Mi chael and Jean (who

ti me now) shal/l be returning to the



UK in April of 2019. Whilst this is still some
We wish them all the very best for this next pa

for their support to our club.
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has recently been given mor e
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0s estate. These wil/|l be catalogued by

Bl ack Magic has now been restored to its former
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tion for pulling and pulling very well . Th

reconstructi on.

The Jigger, however, is another story and it ha

gineering. Hopefully she too wild|l be back on th

Some time ago we said farewell to Clive Goodl ey
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aspect of Clivebs | ife is to be

ipate. More details to follow at the open weekend, Saturday Nov 10th.

Il n the September issue you would have read an a
back to the West coast of the So
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2019 is the 40th Anniversary of the T
track opened in 1979 and the ground |
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We stild!l have foundation members in th cl ub an
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member coming to ride the trains when ey wer e

along and still enjoy the ride.

We would |ike to celebrate this anniywv

D
—
(2]

ary and
are getting close to the 1,000, 000th passenger

to help with this event, pl ease | et vy execut
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night run and maybe special guests, wh knows.



Juni or members. | often here comments about howv
We | | we all did that at some point in our |ives
that matter). Junior members are | i ke apprentic
ence and are willing to share. The | essons, whi
|l i ke sweeping the floor (or steaming bay), ma Kk i
work area tidy (cleaning the | oco), feeding the
brakes are all operational and everything is re
We as model and experimental engineers have a d
man to instil the correct knowledge and prepare
t hat we and our predecessors have created and e
what makes a successful club and keeping equi pn
health -Bedngellt is all too easy to be hard on
the right results (in the end). We are very for
trains, traction engines and other things stean
their knowledge and wisdom with our juniors whe
By the time you read this Bruce McKerras wil/ h
of the LPG burner system he has built for his F
the Phantom too to the track to pull its first
powered by LPG. Not only was it a success, It h
the electric blower to get her started, in | ess
under 12 minutes (from cold) she blew the RV6s
| oad. This proved to be a non event as the Phanr
roar and not a cinder in sight. Great persever s
took the his Phantom to Hamilton on 3Nov for th
LPG bottles to reduce the fl owrate through each
ing up but all that paled into insignifi ance v
Max D was heard saying this is great and so eas
I ng!

There were sever al i nterested viewers during th

same two LPG bottles were used to run on Sunday

just how economical Ptowi | be. Great work Bruc
Hamilton Night run Nov 3. A huge thank you to |
shared with Bruce, Ollie, Max and myself. You h
the convention in 2020. I dondot think it wildl b



particularly impressed by the massive Frankton

as part of your facilities.

Jason has been busy on a recruitment drive and

Some keen to just drive or clip tickets and otht
son, keep up the good wor k.
Annual Key-idolylbecthiaoe any keys for club | ocks |

and club keys) please hand these to a committ ee

require it

Russel |l Prout President

an Metz a pron
Tool and Die en
?from Tauranga b
"his latest cre
to the flavour

~day display of

"~ Weekend. Thi s i

sout of left fie

dr ool at his <cr

lan | eft the Tha
Fest to come to
Open Day and DI
crowds with his

bi ke thingy!! 111
right

P.s. and it goes






My Rai |l way Careelreyoy CIl i vg
Part 8

Crazy young <car dri ver s

I had a similar experience at the Te Maunga r
from Tauranga and the car driver actwually dr ovc¢
the | oco. He then had to swerve | eft to avoid t
with two wheels off the ground for the swerve
not old duckies. As we |l ost sight of the car be

t ween them and us was | ess than half a car | eng

Saved by a f at bum

An accident that could have been truly horrenc
firemen who jumped down from between two wagons

into the path of a moving train on the main |

yards and when the young mands | egs went under
stopped the engine running right over him. | nst
track until the train was brought to a stand.

the day shunt.

The grooves in the ballast showed where he hac

money t hat had been reported as torn from his

screwed up |Ii ke a concertina into the size of a
pital after several days and was soon back at w
How to |l ose a |l ocomotive

During my days firing I made a claim that ma y
only fireman in the world to travel on a steam

Anot her near record was for the shortest career
my teeth. There is a third record I may have s

to say the | east.

The storm that sent the Cook Strait ferry Wa
such tragic loss of |ives, was not a | ocal stor
of action alll over the North 1sland. That day

trains were running to the north or south due t



On such a day the centre of action in our are

tion. This room had a control panel from which
area covered by the board. He coul d al so oper at
tion of T. C. in Frankton.

Despite the fact t hat no trains were running

than normal, to the extent that the operator o
erator had been a track worker, but owing to be
coped with at nor mal ti mes.

Communi cation was open to Frankton and other
combination of rail way telephones and public t

wires were red hot as various people tried to

done about it. The stationmaster in a touch of
old (Doc) Otto as operator for the day. Har ol d
across, and was just the man for the job.

Doc was a head shunter, he and | often pl ayec

hand on the deck to show my score he would ca

shunting yard the trains were broken down and

was i n charge.

With not much to do and Doc in the panel room
two ob6bclock in the afternoon a shunter called
my surprise, the | oco, a 35ton Dsa was not whe
gui ck perusal of the yard, which was nearly em
This was quite serious and as | made my way to
this was a first for New Zeal and Rail ways.

Al though no trains were running, 35 shunt st

purl oined for the crew change at Te Maunga shu

i ng Doc, had distracted me while it was organi
my way to inform him. We had assembled a work
|l eft jJust previously. I had visions of my Dsa |
l ine at speeds to which it was unaccustomed. A

forget that episode.
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Train handling is an art form and even the bes:s

afternoon train often carried one or t wo unof fi

l'y summer és day | stopped at the south end of
who were already there, drawn up to the south
highly thought of edédr. The train he took from
from the train |ist t hat the train was compri
meant there was a | ot of coupling sl ack.

The train was stretched out after moving off

front first, then the | oco would be stopped by
feet was run in. As the guardébés van came into
of the vandés sliding side door.

Right in front of my eyes the van came to a :
doorway were catapulted sideways. One poor sou
head open from the top to the cheekbone, a gas
being wide awake to the risks, he had wedged h
to cause such mayhem, but | was rather surpris
using stretched braking, i.e. keeping power on
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We sometimes had to do minor repairs en route

the turbo charger on an English Electric Df de
pouring out. The turbocharger is a very expens
passing through it and rapidly overheats withc
ting a piece of rubber off a spare air hose, Wwl
wir e The repair worked a treat and not a drop

Al di esel and diesel electric | ocos carry a r e
was recorded and that temporary repairs had be
drive the same | oco | noticed that the ol d | enq

situ, and doing a good job.
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Some people seem oblivious to potenti al prob

unable to conclude that certain actions need t

Ol'l'ie Matthews was one of those people, hapl ess

Ollie was a guard and the third member of ou
erau. Passing Awakaponga, my fireman and | CoL
over the hills ahead of wus. The | ine swings to
Hi ghway 2 for 15kms to Otamarakau. Hal f way a

Hauone at which we had to stop for a train cro

and mud came pouring out of a gap in the cliff s

The gully there is the means whereby Hauone |
comes out of the hills onto the main road righ
sat there and watched in amazement, a car and
and was stil/l turning to the right, got caught
had just exited. Within seconds the car and tr

fore they had a chance to drive clear.

Safety was only a few metres away, as the wid
tres. The flood continued across the ground be:
stopped the flood wuntil it too had built up, i
Just as suddenly as it had started the water a
|l asted | ess than fifteen minutes.

Ol'lie had meanwhile wal ked forward to the | oc
had decided to inform Train Control, the water
bet ween the track and the telephone box. Oollie
metre wide and two hundred mm deep. With phone

to stand alongside us as he was talking to T.C.

Despite the fact he had to keep retreating as
the water was isolating him from the phone box
failed to inform Ollie, who eventually tried t

tres of water half a metre deep between him anc

The water soon drained away, but it | eft near
dred mm above the rails over a distance of thi
opposing train had arrived, but with the point

track gang could be summoned to clear the trachk



Whi |l e | was waiting for the gang to compl ete

gushed beckoned me. The narrow road wup it was
maybe fifty metres., a hole was scoured out al
enough and | ong enough to put the Df | oco into
surface. There was further scouring each end c
such a short space of time was incredible. The
hills are formed from deposits of pumice from

of erosion was amazing.

Ol i e again

0]
t

t

[
t

Approachi ng -Whhaek aRoatnoer uhaa ghway wi th a train fr

n me that a car driver approaching from the |

rain brakes applied a dozen wagon | engths bef
it. The car, an old Morris 8 hit the | oco, a D
he | oco was a bit of scratched paint and a br«
As | wal ked back to the crossing | quite expe
l' y when | saw the car. It had bounced back af't
ng bonnet first into a power pol e. However tw
he car.

The two young men, both about twenty years ol
eat belts were even heard of. A flagon of bee
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ain they had already been drinking alcohol . I

hat they had scratched the paint on the |l oco.
Ol'l'ie Matthews the guard arrived at the cross
ernoon we all would Ii ke to get home as soon
oad was <clear and the track undamaged, Train
or med i mmediately, could wait until we arrive
o Rotorua was offered to the two lucky young

cene and so we got unrderTewawa uar gsae d dired | toicme .day
ome and no evening shift was booked on. This

ngine crew, us in this case, performed the shi

An hour and a half after arriving at Te Maung
he |l oco to give us a train |ist. I had been w
f the crash and with some trepidation enquire

Ollie said he had not reported it. I went to

r

unner back to the engine on the excuse | did



Come Monday morning when all the bosses were |

be humming and | would be in big trouble. Not hi
stationmaster at Rot orua had been informed and
had driven to the site, some five hours after t

The driver mu st have returned and removed his

hook. Oll'ie had sat in the station al/l t he ti me
the phone, typical ol i e.
Appreciating oneo6s | uck

Level crossing crashes are always nerve racki
usually read the sitwuation unfolding and know
nerves. Secondly, once the collision has occurr
|l ook for dead or injured peopl e, not Knowing w
machinery, cars and people are not a pretty si

struck a car at the same crossing and wal king

cursing. The car had been thrown over the fenc
coming to rest quite a few metres into the padc
who was doing the verbals, the eddr asked why b
had torn his trousers climbing back over the fe
Not the right way to kill a calf

Il n the sixties and seventies cattle drives we
areas. A mob of cattle about four hundred stron
just before the township of that name. Some hac
rail and onto the track, one poor <calf stayed
l oud wuntil we hit it. The animal was dragged s
a stop.

Il n front of the | oco | saw the calf was stil
side. It had to be killed and so | went searchi
seventeen years old was in charge and so | as§k:¢
cal f . He had neither gun nor knife and had no i

Part of our tool kit was a two and a half l b |
could think of to do the deed. Even with a ful
After many blows | decided that maybe the spare

The spare air hose, carried on every engine,

and strong enough to hold 901l b air pressure. Th



bone is in a calfds head. Eventually it died,
fortabl e. How a drover could think to undertak

probably did after that episode.

I bl ow the Whakatane River Bridge

The descent down to the Whakatane River road r

wWorry. George Riley had nearly got himself int.
mi scal cul ation of train handling on my part. E\
up, where the | oaded wagons are i1in relation to
then with al/l the vehicles similarly | oaded, t}
cy.

The day | got it wrong we had only a guards Vv

tric Df of 102 tons with the aforementioned vVve,

to use the automatic brake (train brake) to do

This time we had no train to speak of, but |
early morning dew on the rail, the engine and
already on the bridge coming towards me. We ¢c a
bridge, meanwhil e the car had also stopped, t wg
As there was no point in me backing up al so, I

spectabl e distance.

The bridge is sever al hundred metres | ong and
come and to work out strategies to minimise thi

of the track | pull ed up | evel with it, cl i mbe
apology did the trick, as | never had any bl i st
Wor k trains and their brakes (or | a
Train brakes cannot always be relied on to do
ons were older ballast wagons stil/ being used
neath to allow ballast to be dropped onto the t
a heavy solid train, which took a |l ot of stoppi
I do not know how well they operated when in
when they | ast had a workshop overhaul . Twi ce
coming into Tauranga station on the main |ine
(centralized train control) operatords room in

to a halt just short of the departure signal|,

woul d have been an embarrassment, passing a red



On another work train, the track gang was wali
Karangahake Tunnel. I had dribbled the train
mout h, where the 1 in 50 grade started. By the
was moving at thirty mph. By applying the brak

cles the brake cylinder air quickly bled away,
Il n no time at all we were racing away-apphynt'l
brakes. Suddenly we were out of the tunnel and
for us at the side of the track. The head gang
hurtling past, but there was fat <chance. Event
down the |Iine and then had to back up to where
dents were of the Db c¢class, which had dynamic

on that grade.

Rabbit f or di nner

Work trains were usually stop start affairs, \
dl e of nowhere. Some years rabbits were quite ¢
of times I took along an air rifle to try my IU

The second rabbit | shot was still alive when
grown and feeling a bit guilty about shooting i
keep it alive. Alas, after a while it died and
was unable to face eating it after nursing its
mont hs.

Laying out | ong welded rai/l

One of the work train jobs was | aying out | on
ed together at the workshops and delivered to
times | struck the jJjob of wunloading these and i

The ganger signals the eddr to place the trai

up exactly with the point where it needs to be

attached to the rail and the other end of the

track workers are |lined up along the | ength of
At a further signal from the ganger the eddr

a full |l oad of heavy rails on board. As the tre

gangers use their bars to control the rail as |

we are talking about here and it is hard to bel



The | ast five metres is the really exciting p:

first flips up a metre or two and then outward
track | evel, It shoots high in the air before ¢
bars to manoeuvre the rail as required

I never heard of a track worker being hurt i n
big one. There is no way that | would be down o
Derail at Pongakawa

Pongakawa had heavy (901 b) rail |l aid through
ment . When approaching Pongakawa at 35mph, on |
|l ifted under a four wheel La wagon. The wheel f
it reached the crossing |l oop points, there the
hicles off and also the one preceding it. Of +th

on the rai/l

Once the train came apart, air escaping from
gency stop, which alerted me to the situation.
fore | climbed down from the | oco | could see
the main |ine across the | oop and beyond. Oon w
jumbl e of wagons. We met the guard halfway, wh

on the track.

I phoned T.C. to appraise him of the situati
fortable, for a |l ong wait | ay ahead. Track and
organi se themselves for the job in front of the
as |l ong as possible to assist with moving part:
prepared to stay there for another ten hours at
Once the work gangs started disentangling the
had become. Two hundred metres of track had be
penetrated between sever al | arge box wagons and
wher e, a crowd soon gathered to watch and gi ve
The |ine was blocked for two days, but as | W

me was mini mal

To be continued.



Open Weekenldl tlhOtNov e mber

At great expense a great weekend for weather

turned up i n droves. Even with the Armistice O
door on Sunday did |ittle to dent the enthusi a
the track at once PLUS Shaneds Big Boy. Ther e
on. | 6dm sure the pics will tell the story bette

'Left : Members man the Di s,

g 'Below : Shane Marshall had
*lone has to be i mpressed wi
The fire in the fire box

Centre heated in the middl
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Left : Dave Shanoc
|l oad on board Sil

Mi ddl e : The usua
to get all the 1| o

Bel ow | eft
tendee Don Mof
the viaduct Wi

Bel ow right




Above : Ron Salisbury drives

Nol tunnel

l eft Russell Prout heads t
|l oad on board.

Bel ow right Photographer /
home straight heading for th
Below left : Sandy from Whak
gives a huge wave whilst pas



