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Newsletter November 2025 

TAURANGA MODEL MARINE AND ENGINEERING CLUB INC. 
The Secretary       Miniature Railway Memorial Park 

PO Box 15589       Open to Public, weather permitting 

Tauranga 3112       Sundays : 10am to 3pm approximately 

            

Palmerville Station Phone 578 7293   Website: www.tmmec.org.nz 

Bank Account 03-0435-0461711-000      Facebook: Memorial Park Railway Tauranga  

CONVENERS 

Boiler Committee:   

   Owen Bennett, Ross Camp- 

      bell, Bruce McKerras, Ash  

   Thomas.  

Safety Committee:  

  Ethan Bramley, David Ingley, Warren 

  Karlsson, Bruce McKerras. 

 

Workshop:  Ethan Bramley 

 

Drivers Licencing :  

   Warren Karlsson, Bruce  

   Mckerras. 

    

Track :  Russell Prout, Ash Thomas. 

 

Librarian:  Chris Pattison. 

 

Rolling Stock: Jason Flannery 

 

.Website:  Peter Davies. 

 

MEANZ rep Russell Prout. 

 

Editor:  Roy Robinson  027 5491182 

                               royrobkk@gmail.com 

MEETINGS 

General Members Meeting : every first Tuesday 

   of the month, at 7pm. 

Committee Meeting :  every second Thursday of 

   the month at 7pm. 

Maintenance : Tuesday mornings from 9am. 

Engineering discussions : Tuesday evenings  

   7.00pm. 

COMMITTEE 

President:        Warren Karlsson 027 5422863 

Vice President:  Owen Bennett  027 591 4992 

Club Captain     Ethan Bramley   022 0972 767 

Secretary:        Warren Karlsson 027 5422863 

Treasurer:        Jerry Payne   021 486 013 

Committee:        

        Ian Bain, Ethan Bramley Graeme 

        Hayley, David Ingley, Brian  

        Marriner, Russell Prout,          

        

 

 

 

       

Cover photo :   Pumpkin head????????!!!!!&%^  
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Presidents Report  November 2025 

  All of a sudden I’ve realised that we are less than just a few 

short weeks away from the silly season, with one committee meeting 

to follow in December before the executive (and the editor!) take a 

break and to not meet again until February. 

 Out of the blue I received a telephone call from the TECT Community 

Trust advising the Club was one of five selected as a finalist for the 2026 Western Bay Community Awards in 

the Heart of the Community category!  

To quote: 

“Your work and impact on the wider community have been recognised by both your nominator and our judges”. 

 The awards ceremony will be held on Thursday, 19 March 2026, at Holy Trinity Tauranga, where winners will be 

announced and all finalists celebrated. 

 If you’re not familiar with the awards, visit our website to see how we celebrate the amazing work of local individ-

uals, volunteers, groups, and organisations across the Western Bay of Plenty. 

 As a finalist, you’ll receive a highlight video showcasing what you do for the community. This is our chance to cap-

ture you, your team, and/or your organisation— to highlight what you do, why it matters, and your motivation. It’s 

a celebration video of the do-gooders of the Western Bay of Plenty. 

 

It is that time again to rework the Duty Operating roster and align the names and dates for 2026, sadly 

with two less Operators that we have had this year. 

Personal commitments meant that two have made themselves unavailable for the Sunday roster, but we 

have had a good year with the current eleven Operators ensuring that the frequency of being “on Duty” 

was the lowest we have had for some time. 

If you can see yourself able to commit to the roster for the New Year please advise myself so I can re-

draw the list as soon as practicable for next year.  

Thank you to you all for your “duty” this year, it all worked seamlessly.  

 

https://www.tect.org.nz/community-awards-2026/
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Roy and I are brain storming a different venue for next year’s annual (belated) “Christmas Party”, which is 

normally held on the first Saturday in February.  

We are looking at the Goldfields Railway at Waihi – taking their train to Waikino and back and utilising part 

of their yard at Waihi Station for a BBQ and possible look behind the shed doors.  

Final details to be worked out, including possibly hiring a bus for transport from our home base. Watch this 

space! 

 We had a great Halloween followed by an exceptional Open Weekend with visitors, complete with 

Locomotives, from the Manukau and New Plymouth Clubs and a large contingent from Keirunga Park, all 

reciprocating visits by our members over recent times. 

By all accounts everyone enjoyed themselves, and the weather certainly played its part for both events. 

 

 It was my pleasure to be able to present a small token to those who work in the background: 

Roy and Barbra, Heather and David, Diane and Ian and my wife Estelle – thank you all for stepping up 

(again) and ensuring the three main events over the five months were well catered for – there was plenty 

of good food to go around, then all followed by dessert!  

A big thank you to members like Lance for his hours spent welcoming and letting passengers’ board our 

trains, and in the process giving every Kid a stamp. He also ensures that the Locomotives are all fully 

fuelled every Tuesday ready for the next weekend. 

Beavering away without ceremony Graeme maintains the buildings and grounds and also ensuring our 

signage is kept up to date through the generosity of his employer. 

Young Ethan has progressed to be on all committees, managing our workshop and sharing the role of 

Club Captain with Joanne. 

We are fortunate to have a long standing foundation member active in the Club, Warren Belk remains 

committed to the Club after nearly 50 years of membership, his knowledge and ethics along with his dedi-

cation cannot be underestimated.  

Three “Crunchie” bars were handed out and each group of visitors were thanked and received a small to-

ken of appreciation for their time and effort to attend and make our Open Weekend a success. 

I invited Rex Toms to judge our club members’ display of model engineering and the following were the 

winners: 

 The Ron Salisbury Junior Trophy went to Ian and Diane Bain’s seven year old Grandson, Duxton for 

his remote controlled “Lego®” locomotive (“Bessie”) which took on the raised track circuit with ease. So 

impressed was Dave Giles that he gave the driver’s seat to Duxton on the “Shay”, and he further im-

pressed Dave by completely following all his instructions for a successful circuit of the track. I am certain 

that experience will be with Duxton for the rest of his life.  

 The Norm Decke Adult Trophy was presented to Jason for his revitalisation of the 3 ½ inch. Britan-

nia 70000 which was originally built back in the late 1970’s-early 80’s 

Jason was a reluctant recipient, but his rebirth of Britannia hopefully gives impetus for other fine scale lo-

comotives to be reborn and live on for a new future, there are at least 3 other small scale locomotives in 

the Club being given a new lease on life. 

An interesting back story here in that Jason contacted the granddaughter of the original builder (Rex 

Handley-Marlborough), she then enquired about another two locomotives her father and uncle built – sur-

prise both are in possession of two of our club members! 
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Sweet Pea with Bruce Harvey and an NZRClass F with Owen Bennett.  

And being a small world Rex Toms added to the story in that he knew Rex Handley very well. 

 

It was unfortunate that the raised track extension, although workable was not fully complete for the Open 

Weekend. It was an ambitious target to meet and with many working bees and other “spare” time spent 

fabricating, welding, digging, cutting, grinding and tightening bolts the result to date is fantastic.  

I’m sure a few more hours will see it fully completed and provide another good reason for a grand opening 

celebration and attract the smaller gauge enthusiasts back to the club. 

Thank you to Russell and all the volunteers for their generous time and effort to get this and other projects 

up and running. 

Congratulations and all the best wishes to Owen and Jean Bennett on celebrating their Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary this week. 

Again thank you for your attention and regards to you all,  

Warren Karlsson. 

Timber workers using timber jacks to shift a large Kauri log.   Coromandel 



6 

 

 

  

Humour : 
“How was your first day of school?” I asked my kindergartner. 

“Fine,” she said. “They want me to come back tomorrow.” 

 

A little boy is learning to play the violin. "I'm good aren’t I?" 

he asks his big brother. "You should be on the radio" his 

brother replies. "Wow, do you think I'm that good?" says the 

boy. "No, but at least if you were on the radio I could switch 

you off." 
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Club Captains Report    
      

 

 

 

It has been a busy month at the club with lots of work going on 

behind the scenes in preparation for our Halloween run and 

Open Weekend. There has been a lot of effort and hard work 

been put in by the teams attending the Working Bees and Tues-

day mornings bringing everything together.  

 

This past month also saw Owen B having great success with his 

Phantom, doing lap after lap of the track. Well, until Bruce M 

pinched it! (He did return it eventually). 

 

Our Halloween event was a great success and was well support-

ed by club members. It was a great atmosphere down at the 

track and the public certainly seemed to be enjoying themselves 

too. It was lovely seeing everyone coming together. We also had 

some special ‘Scarers’ join us for the evening in the form of Jack 

and his friends, all dressed up for the occasion and doing a great 

job. They were like film stars, heaps of people wanting their pho-

to taken with them. On my part I would like to say a huge thank 

you to everyone who helped set up before we opened and also 

those who helped close down at the end, it was much appreciat-

ed. This past weekend was our Open Weekend, which was a 

great day, even the weather played ball with sun all day. Phil A’s 

traction engine, capably looked after by Warren B, was doing 

laps of the park all day with nearly every club member taking a 

ride. There was a great display of model engineering and mem-

bers’ projects on display, a great window into the model engi-

neering hobby. Peter Lawn ran his loco on our newly restored 

raised track, again a popular draw with lots of members taking a 

ride along with him. 

We also had visiting locos running on the track and members 

from Hawkes Bay, Manukau, Cambridge and Palmerston North 

in attendance which was great to see.  One of our youngest 

members, Duxton (grandson of Iain B), even scored a drive of 

Dave G’s Shay after impressing him with his self-built Lego loco 

that ran on our raised track, complete with adjustable       con- 
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 gauging, steam and a remote control. Duxton later went on to win the Junior Trophy for his efforts and 

was very proud.  

 

A big thank you to everyone who came along and was part of the weekend. It was amazing to see every-

one enjoying themselves together. Thank you also to Roy and Barb for the catering and to everyone who 

helped the weekend run successfully.  

 

Our next club events are the General Meeting on Tuesday 2nd December and our final playday of the year 

on Saturday 6th December, a nice wind down into the holiday period after a very busy month.   

Joanne & Ethan 
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TMMEC Open Weekend 8-9 November 2025 

Above :Ethan B on a visiting loco. 

Left : Peter L tries out the new high level track. 

Above : Warren B models. 

Below : View of the steaming bay. 



10 

Above :Visitor David Giles Shay loco with a load.. 

Above :Kerrin G with his electric.                      Beloow :Jason F Britannia. 



11 

 

Top :Peter D traction 

engine. 

Owen B calliope.  

 

Middle : Ash T log 

loader and driving 

bogies for his DG. 

 

Left :Ethan B patrol 

boat. 

Russell P tug and sig-

nal lights. 
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 Presentations to Jason F, 

  Warren B, and Duxton B 

 

Left : Ash T log loader. 

 

Below left : on the electric 

 

Below : Warren B gets Phil’s traction en-

gine under control. 
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Show and Tell 

Ash T had on of the two rolling traction units from his DG loco. Ash explained the reasons why it was not 

true to scale and other differences. 

Russell P Continues to 

“finish” his Tug which he 

started some 40 odd 

years ago. These are 

the port and starboard 

lights and the brackets 

with witch they will be 

mounted on the Tug. 
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The next story following the Nelson theme. I have broken this into 2 

parts, this is part one 



15 

 

 



16 

 



17 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

 

 

 

 

Final, part 2 will be continued next month. 
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Work on the High Level track continues                     Russell P 

 

 

 

Today was the culmination of so many working bees and the results speak for themselves.  

Our dedicated team have completed the tie-ins on each end of the deviation and turntable sections. 

A bonus was the establishment of the lead in rail to a new raised track steaming bay, probably not 

ready for our open weekend 8th-9th nov but the track will be operational in 5”.  

The steaming bay also benefitted from the completion of the hoist sub floor (rise and fall) system. 

This allows 2 people to walk all Arabians the hoist on a surface that is at ground level when the hoist 

is elevated. This work also includes new latches on the steaming bay rails that link to the modified 

hoist. Flip up (and down) stops are also now installed at each end of the steaming bay rails.  

When time permits (after a well deserved break) we will install the 2-1/2” and 3-1/2” rails.  

Again a huge thank you to all who helped. 
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Disclaimer : 

The views and opinions expressed in articles contained in this magazine are those of the author

(s) and do not necessarily reflect the policy, position or opinion of the TMMEC or its officials.  

Friday 31st October 2025 Jason Flannery Halloween Friday Night Run.   

 2nd November2025 Bruce McKerras      

Saturday 8th November 2025 Jason Flannery Open Weekend    

Sunday 9th November2025 Russell Prout Open Weekend    

 16th November2025 Stewart Walker      

 23rd November2025 Ian Bain      

 30th November2025 Bruce Bocock      

Saturday 6th December 2025 tba PLAY DAY     

 7th December2025 Ethan Bramley  Holiday weekends  

 14th December2025 Bryan Fitzpatrick  tba = to be announced  

 21st December2025 Jason Flannery To ensure cover, any changes to the roster 
are be made directly between affected in-

dividual Operators.  

 

 28th December2025 No Run  

      

        

Duty Roster to end of 2025 

Akatarawa.   Nattrass logging loco on a bush viaduct. 
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The following article which will continue for several months comes from a display at The Western Bay Mu-

seum at Katikati. I wish to thanks Paula Gallick for allowing me to use this display. Unfortunately you will 

be unable to read the captions under individual pics. I strongly recommend that you visit the Katikati Mu-

seum and view the actual display it together with the Telephone display, they are excellent. 
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 Contact Gavin Thomas  027 670 3870     07 578 4171          27 Glasgow Street Tauranga 

The last time I went down the tunnel (pic center top) there were frogs on the steps sitting in the cool wet 

environment , they looked great. 
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Halloween Night Run 

It was a beautiful evening and “The Team” had all the lights, tombstones, arches, bones, locos 

ready to go, all in place and ready for a full meal of potato top pie with apple crumble to follow, 

thanks to Heather, David and a couple of very useful helpers. 

Whilst the consists were kept full and rotating the “tail” didn't develop much beyond the steaming 

bay. Notwithstanding that total rides was just under 1100, so par for the course. The other differ-

ence I noted, there wasn’t the obvious large number of people who had dressed up, particularly 

adults. 

Enjoy the pics : 

Mob0278229353      jordan@welddepot.co.nz                                   

                           96 Whiore Avenue, Tauriko,Tauranga 3110 

mailto:jordan@welddepot.co.nz
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