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TAURANGA MODEL MARINE AND ENGINEERING CLUB INC. 

The Secretary       Miniature Railway Memorial Park 

PO Box 15589       Open to Public, weather permitting 

Tauranga 3112       Sundays   10am to 3pm approximately 

            

Palmerville Station Phone 578 7293    Website: www.tmmec.org.nz 

         Facebook: Memorial Park Railway Tauranga  

MEETINGS 

General Members Meeting every first Tuesday 7pm. 

Committee Meeting  every second Thursday at 7pm. 

Maintenance Tuesday mornings from 9am. 

Engineering discussions Tuesday evenings 7.30pm. 

 

COMMITTEE 

President:  Russell Prout 548 2881 

Vice President:  

Club Captain Bruce McKerras 577 0134 

Secretary:  Jason Flannery 572 1165  

Treasurer:  Owen Bennett 544 9807 

Committee:  Ash Thomas, Max Donnelly,  

`   Joanne Knights, Bruce Harvey 

   Brian Fitzpatrick. 

Boiler Committee: Peter Jones, Bruce McKerras, 

   John Heald. 

Safety Committee: Chris Pattison (Chair), Peter  

   Jones,  Warren Karlsson. 

 

Editor:  Roy Robinson  07 5491182 

   royrobkk@gmail.com 

    

CONVENERS 

Workshop:  John Nicol 

Track :  Bruce Harvey, John Stent. 

Librarian:  Chris Pattison 

Rolling Stock: Bruce Harvey 

Website:  Murray de Lues 

  

OPERATORS   2019 

20 October  B Fitzpatrick 

26 October  TBA 

27 October  B Harvey 

3 November  P Jones 

9 November  W Karlsson 

10 November B Mckerras 

17 November N Bush 

24 November M de Lues 

1 December  B Fitzpatrick 

8 December  B Harvey 

15 December P Jones 

22 December W Karlsson 

29 December  B McKerras 

5 January  M DeLues 

12 January  B Fitzpatrick 

19 January  J Flannery 

President’s Report 

Welcome to Spring and as the weather is now improving some of the outside maintenance works 

have been undertaken. Jason and Ashley T have completed the X-int insert and this is now in-

stalled and operating very well, thanks guys. 

A new pneumatic operating mechanism was also trialled on one of the points on the steaming 

bay exit. This system utilizes a single actuator and springs on all moving parts (very similar to the 

original). The main improvement is that all moving parts are now held against their respective 

rails and any wear in the joints is less likely to affect the operation. This has proved to be very 



 

successful and will now be fitted to more of the older style points, one at a time. 

The new water filling hoses (raw and treated) are now set up with a pressure pump installed to 

increase the flow of treated water. The connections at the station are quick coupled for easy re-

moval and are reverse coupled to ensure the correct hose fits the correct service. Some work is 

also progressing on receptacles for the bowser hand pieces. Thanks to Warren B, Bruce H and 

their support team for digging in the new feed hoses and connecting everything up. 

More working bee’s will be advised by Jason as the projects come to hand. 

Peter J and Brian M have been busy lining the walls and painting in the toilet area, well done. 

Warren K, having returned from a trip to Europe, was deeply immersed in a major overhaul of the 

Silver Fern electric loco and has a considerable task ahead of him. Thanks to Peter D we are 

progressing toward having detailed CAD drawings for the bogies and the required replacement 

parts will be sourced once these drawings are complete. 

I dropped in to see Phil A in search of some BA bolts to complete my Stuart ‘Half Beam’ Engine 

and I was completely blown away by a project he is currently working on. A little hint...the winch 

gear is about 250mm in diameter and it is steam powered. We look forward to seeing some of 

the progress on club nights. I did succeed with my BA bolts too. Thanks Phil for sharing your 

time. 

Max D has recently changed schools and one of his first projects was to complete and run an 

electric vehicle in the annual challenge held at the Hamilton go-cart track. Max’s vehicle complet-

ed the 1 hour continuous circuit run and would have continued for a few more laps too. Easy to 

see how some previous go-cart experience has contributed to this build. Well done Max and we 

look forward to the next one. Bruce M and I dropped in on Max during the vehicle run and I think 

we were both impressed at the variation and performance of these vehicles. Having loaded 

Max’s EV onto the trailer we took Max to the HME track for a night run. An excellent night and 

well hosted by Hamilton. Thanks to you all. 

 

William C Daldy Steam Tug sailing on 2nd November. This is coming up fast and if you want to 

go, then please book online before 22nd Oct. The sailing will be cancelled if there is insufficient 

passengers. Cost is $45 pp for ME members which is considerably cheaper that the front up 

price of $70. This is a golden opportunity to see this traditional tug in it’s working clothes. 



 TMMEC Open Weekend will be held from November 9-10. We have the Norm Decke trophy 

and Ron Salisbury trophy for Senior and Junior projects so get your busy hat on and bring 

the completed projects along. This is also an opportunity to show off your toys so if possible 

bring these along too. Guests welcome throughout the weekend. 

Have a great October 

Your President                             Russell Prout 

 

 

 

 

 

An elderly couple were driving in the  South Island. The woman was driving when she was pulled 

over by a Highway Patrol. 

The Officer said, “Ma’am, did you know you were speeding?” 

The woman, hard of hearing, turned to her husband and asks, What did he say?” 

The old man yells, “He says you were speeding!” 

The Officer says, “May I see your license?” 

The woman turned to her husband again and asks, What did he say?” 

The old man yells, “He wants to see your drivers license!” 

The woman gave the Officer her license.  

The Officer says, ”I see you come from Arkansas. I spent some time there once and went on a 

blind date with the ugliest woman I have ever seen.” 

The woman turned to her husband and again asked, “What did he say?” 

The old man yells, “He said he knows you!!!!!!!!!!!”  



 
I will be running a series of articles from “The Treasury” at Thames over 

the next while. 

The Treasury has generously allowed me to reproduce some of their articles 

for our mag.  
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The base tramway and particularly the incline is still very recognisable up the Kauaeranga Val-

ley. It is not very far off the road end to the tramway log yard landing by the river. The incline is 

very accessible but is a steep climb to the top. Tramways lead from that into the hinterland with 

some still obvious relics (bridges) able to be seen. It is an excellent tramp for the grandkids 

who could then report back with what they saw!!!! Ed 



Show and Tell 

 

Top 3 : John Heald’s “Contracption” !!!!!! A completed 

engine and progress so far. 

 

Bottom Left : This Stewart has had quite a journey leav-

ing England in 1956 eventually ending up (still in it’s 

original delivery box) Rotorua to be completed by John 

Shelton 

 

Bottom Right :Regan Olivecrona single cylinder over-

head cam 15cc glow plug engine. We again have the 

latest update of this project from Regan and he has all 

the secrets for making cast iron piston rings!!! 

Appols for the quality of 

the pics. Ed 



Town and Around : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events : 

26th October 2019 

Halloween Nigh Run following the Play Day. A light evening meal will be provided at 4-45pm. 

9—10th November 2019 

Annual Open Weekend Lunch and Dinner Saturday, Lunch Sunday. Dinner on Saturday Night will 

be at 5.30pm. It would be appreciated if members could bring a plate of say pikelets or similar for 

smokos and a salad for the Saturday evening meal. 

9th to 13th January 2020 

Hamilton Model Engineers “Steam and Steel” Convention Mark this date in you 

Diary NOW.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

Disclaimer :H 

The views and opinions expressed in articles contained in this magazine are those of the author

(s) and do not necessarily reflect the policy, position or opinion of the TMMEC or its officials.  

One of the problems we face at Waiouru is RUST. We recently 

set up a molasses bath for rust removal. We have a 1000lt 

tank about half full of “the brew”. This large gun gives a 

“before and after” of what is the result of a month in the tank. 

As you can see a large amount of the flake rust has gone leav-

ing bare metal. We have water blasted it and it will be re-

turned to the bath so that the next layer of rust can be 

attacked and we will check again in a months time. I truly be-

lieve we will eventually be able to remove the breach block 

from the breach (handle on the right). Ed 



Modelling of a different kind. Ashley Grant’s masterpiece.  

Many thanks to the Lizard News for allowing reproduction of this article. Ed 




