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    Wheels 
       and 
         Floats                            

 

News letter No. 318 May-June 2012 

TAURANGA MODEL MARINE AND ENGINEERING CLUB 
The Secretary                   Rail Track Memorial Park 

c/o 3 Waipuna Grove,                                        Open to Public weather permitting.                                                  

Tauranga 3112      Sundays 10.00am to 4.00pm 

Palmerville Station Phone 07 578 7293                                       Website. www.ontherails.com/taurangaclub

              NOTICE OF MEETING 

The next general meeting will be on  

Tuesday 5
th

 June at 7pm, 

At Palmerville Station 

Patron:   Noel Pope 

President:             Peter Jones          (07) 543 2528 

Vice President:   Ron Salisbury   (07) 577 9403 

Secretary:            Owen Bennett   (07) 544 9807 

Treasurer            Clive Goodley      (07) 5722959 

Editor:                Clive Goodley       (07) 5722959 

  goodley@clear.net.nz 

 

Committee:       Warren Belk,  

       Bruce Harvey, Bob Stacey,  

                                 John Stent, Bruce Mckerras 

                                  Peter Lindsay. 

Boiler Committee:  Peter Jones, Paul Newton,  

                                 Bob Batchelor.  

Safety Committee  Warren Karlsson, Bruce Harvey 

                                 Lloyd Breckon. Pete Lindsay  

 

 

Next Committee Meeting. Thurs 31st May  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Conveners: 

Workshop:   Ron Salisbury, Bruce McKerras 

Track:   Bruce Harvey. 

Marine:   Warren Belk, Ken Fox 

Librarian:                                                 

Rolling Stock:  Clive Goodley 

Supply Officer:  Bob Stacey 

Web Site by:         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Operators May/June 2012 
13-05-12                           C. Goodley    

20-05-12                           B. Harvey 

27-05-12                           P. Jones 

03-06-12                           W.Karlsson    

10-06-12                           P. Lindsay 

17-06-12                           B. McKerras 

24-06-12                           R.Salisbury 

01-07-12                           O. Bennett 

08-07-12                           N. Bush 

15-07-12                           E. Evans 

Presidents Points 

 Greetings members. 

 
Sadly I start these notes by advising members that Stephen James passed away on Wednesday the 25th of April 
2012. Stephen was well known for his contribution to our hobby. He built around 18 locomotives over the years and 
the work he put in to establish the Thames Miniature Railway is well known. Stephen moved to Tauranga in 2003, 
taking up residence at Carmel Village. He joined our club and contributed a lot to our miniature railway, building 
track points, helped with our railway and locomotive maintenance, and lots of other things such as advice to our 
Phantom builders. He will certainly be missed and to Alison and family please accept our sincere condolences.  
On a happier note, congratulations to Shane Marshall, his daughter Penelope has been selected to represent New 
Zealand in the Olympic swimming team, so I guess Shane will be packing his bags for a trip north, "Go New 
Zealand". 
The date for the AGM has been set for Saturday the 26th May at 2.00pm. Nomination forms are held by Owen 
Bennett for committee and executive positions, if you intend to nominate yourself or some one for a position please 
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get the form filled in and passed to Owen before the meeting. The annual Track Operators meeting will be held 
prior to this as usual at 12pm. 
 Finally, we had a very good turn out for Trev Chapman’s farewell to Greymouth. Great turn out of members and 

some good stories told. We are certainly going to miss ‘old grumpy’, but it will not be the last we see of him thank 
goodness, all the best Trev and watch out Greymouth. 
  
Happy modelling 
Peter Jones. 
 
 

Dates to note.    

 

Annual General Meeting of the Tauranga Model Marine and Engineering Club 26th May 2012 

At Palmerville Station, 2.00pm  

Operators meeting preceding the AGM at 12 noon.  

  

19th 20th     May   Thames Open Wkd 

 

 Queen’s Birthday Weekend—Manakau are running Sat. Sun. Mon. A flyer is on the club room 

notice board with further details.  

 

Last month’s newsletter mystery object from the club camera has been solved, with Bob Stacey claiming it is of 

his creation. It is a steam driven water pump, and an idea of its size can be had from the keys lying behind it. 

 

Steve James passing away is covered in the Presidents Points, but to enlarge on Steve’s considerable contribution 

to this club, he made eight sets of points, at home, each set taking almost as much time as it took him to build a 

loco. He also set up and ran the club website. The loco Big Yellow, rebuilt by Steve into the successful machine it 

now is, plus of course the matching ridecar.  I once asked him how much time he spent in the workshop, he 

didn’t say, but stated he rarely watched television. 

 

While perusing through back numbers of various club newsletters, a photo of a derailed South African iron ore 

train caught my eye, which set my memory in motion. The following is an extract from ‘My Railway Career’ which 

I wrote some years ago. 

 

 Heaps of ore-in the wrong place 
      During my first trip to the coast I saw three or four large heaps of iron ore by the side of the track, 

with parts of wagons poking out here and there. Each was the result of a derailment and consisted of 

about forty wagons and their contents, 4000t of ore per heap. Each pile was at or near the bottom of a 

grade and so I assume speed could have been a factor, or perhaps the rail that was used earlier was too 

light for the 30t axle loads they were operating. The track had just been re-laid with 140lb per yd rail 

when I arrived in 1977 and there were no similar derailments in the following five years. 

 

     Whatever the cause, it was obvious that it took forty wagon lengths of travel after the train brake pipe 

was parted, causing an emergency brake application, for the train to stop. By the time the fortieth wagon 

became derailed the train was all but stopped. Those heaps of ore stayed there for several years, 

reminding us of what could happen to us. Eventually contractors came and removed ore, twisted rails, 

wagons and parts thereof, probably to be recycled 
(The railway concerned was Hamersley Iron in Western Australia and the era was 1977—82) 

  
Trevor ‘Chappie’ Chapman has left us for ‘sunnier climes’, just keep your raincoat handy, Chappie. Another big 

loss to the club, although taking a back seat in latter years due to bad health, his knowledge on things regarding 

miniature railways I found invaluable. When I joined the club about the same time as Steve James, I found Chappie 

was the face of the club, striding around on a Sunday with a length of stick, (he always seemed to find one) waving 

it at anyone not behaving appropriately, or just getting up his nose. 

 

Our ‘raving reporter’ has had a spell of bad health of late and so we have no ‘Club Intelligence’ for you. How am I 

going to fill up some space? Bruce Harvey presented this speech at Chappie’s farewell. 
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A true story, (not my terminology) below, as for the above, ask Bruce. 

 
The Australian Government and the New South Wales  Forestry Service were presenting an alternative 
to NSW sheep farmers - for controlling the Dingo population. 
It seems that after years of the sheep farmers using the tried and true methods of shooting and/or 
trapping the predators, the Labour Government (Peter Garrett - Environmental Minister), the NSW 
Forestry Service, the Greens and the tree-huggers had a 'more humane' solution. 
What they proposed was for the Dingo's to be captured alive, and the males would then be castrated - 
and then let loose again. 
Therefore the dingo population would be controlled. 
This was ACTUALLY the proposal put to the NSW Sheep Farmers Association. 
All of the sheep farmers thought about this amazing idea for a couple of minutes.    
Finally, one of the old boys in the back of the conference room stood up, tipped his hat back and said,  
"Mr. Garrett, son, I don't think you understand our problem - those dingo's ain't screwing our sheep, 
they're actually eating them!' 
There was a roar of laughter as Mr. Garrett and the members of the NSW Forestry Service, the Greens 
and the "tree huggers" left the meeting very "sheepishly". 
 
Is the quality of NZ politicians higher or lower? 

Queen’s Birthday Weekend Tauranga will feature a new event, the Tauranga Hobby Display, there will be a 

display by our club, this will be organised by Bob Stacey. Any member wishing to be involved, talk to Bob, 

otherwise spend some time having a look, and support this new enterprise. The venue is the Q.E.2 Centre, right 
next to the park..  

Club Web Site Murray De Lues emailed me the following. 
 

Hi Clive 

              I am slowly starting to build a new website for the club and would like lots of feedback from people on 

what they would like to have on it. I have taken some of the stuff from the current website. The home page now 

has the calendar on it to list club operators and other events from the newsletter. If you send me the AGM 

details I can add them to the calendar. 

 

The links to the newsletters is still pointing at Steve's site. We will have to load them onto the google docs cloud 

environment. 

 

There is an email address for the club 

 

taurangamodelengineers@gmail.com 

password palmerville 

 

I have created a photo website that we could have 1000's of photos on. 

Link in the website 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/taurangamodelengineers/home 

 

My photo web has heaps of photos and is currently about 600mb. We can have 1000. 

https://picasaweb.google.com/109401118301148256327 

 

Can you please put a bit in the newsletter for people to have a look and comment. 

 

I am happy to have email messages sent to me at this address. If there positive feedback, I am happy to finish 

copying over all the stuff from the old site, add lots of links, other content and look after this one. 

Murray 

 

It is great that Murray has stepped up to continue our club web site. Now others need to help with ideas etc. 

https://sites.google.com/site/taurangamodelengineers/home
https://picasaweb.google.com/109401118301148256327
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On a trip to the gold Coast last month I had a  

ride on a monorail train. I was not impressed.  

There was also another monorail nearby, both  

admittedly are tourist novelties, connecting 

shopping centres a kilometre or so apart, and  

consist of a single track loop with just one train  

on each. I have for many years doubted the  

suitability of monorail to compete with orthodox  

rail for mass transport, and now I am convinced. 

 

There seemed to be no advantage in space  

needed and the maximum speed seemed to be   

around ten kph.  
 
Last year I travelled on the Skytrain in Vancouver. 
It runs from the airport into the city centre, Although called the skytrain, the second half of the journey is 
underground, that part being the original metro. The first part is all soaring bridges and viaducts and interferes with 
surface transport and buildings on the ground no more than a monorail would. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At left are two views of the waterpark in Vancouver, they seem to be the growing thing in North America. The 

kids have great fun, and there are short hoses for them to squirt their parents and siblings. Nothing to do with 

model engineering but a great challenge for table top modellers.  Top right is Geoff  on the raised track and I 

think Bruce Harvey on a on the ground level track.          Ken sent another view of the racing on the lake 

 

A man saved up for years to have a holiday in the Canary Islands. When he finally accumulated enough 

money, he arranged time off work and made his travel arrangements. At last he arrived in the Canary 

Islands, throughout his holiday he saw no canaries. Sadly disappointed, he finished his holiday. 
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 He then started saving hard for his next holiday, to the Virgin Islands. Come the day and he landed in the 

Virgin Islands and again was disappointed, there were no canaries. 

 
Boating News 
Radio Sailing Club 
With the winds being fickle and coming from several directions we have had some frustrating days.This however 
has not stopped members coming and sailing. We did however have a very sad time when Richard Batchelor from 
Taupo passed away while in Tauranga to sail. He will be missed by sailing members around New Zealand both as 
a friend and as a competitor. People are still purchasing boats and either restoring them or having them restored by 
someone else. It is interesting to see these older designs sailing with new carbon fibre keels and rudders plus the 
newer designs in masts and rigs. The saying I may be old but can still perform seems to be the case with these 
boats. We continue to be in touch with the council over the pond usage and are able to enjoy our days sailing. 
Several members are heading to Hamilton for the Waikato champs and we wish them well. Cheers Ken Fox 
 
 

When you drink vodka over ice, it can give you kidney failure. 
When you drink rum over ice, it can give you liver failure. 
When you drink whiskey over ice, it can give you heart problems. 
When you drink gin over ice, it can give you brain problems. 
Apparently, ice is really bad for you. Warn all your friends. 
 
 
 
Return Address 

TMMEC 

3 Waipuna Grove 

Tauranga 3112 

 

                                          TO 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 


