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Operators Oct / Nov 2013
14-07-13
21-07-13
28-07-13
04-08-13
11-08-13
18-08-13
25-08-13
01-09-13
08-09-13
15-09-13

Committee:

Warren Belk, Bruce Harvey,
John Stent, Bruce Mckerras
Peter Lindsay. John Nicol.
Boiler Committee: Peter Jones, Paul Newton,
Bob Batchelor. Bruce McKerras
Safety Committee Warren Karlsson, Bruce Harvey
Lloyd Breckon. Pete Lindsay

Next Committee Meeting 31st Oct at 7pm.

B. Harvey
P. Jones
W.Karlsson
P. Lindsay
B. McKerras
R. Salisbury
O. Bennett
B. Kincaid
E. Evans
C. Goodley

Presidents Points
Greetings Members,
It has been an eventful month fund raising for out track extension.
Jolene James, mother of junior member Cullum James, has joined our club and those who listen into radio More
93.4 FM will certainly recognise the name.
Jolene has volunteered to take ownership of advertising on our ride cars, a project that has been in the "to do”
basket for quite some time. There is only so much our active members can do and a lot of good ideas wait for
action by someone who is prepared to take ownership, and so thank you for taking on this task Jolene.
And in the same vein, More FM sponsored a fund raising day on Sunday the 13th October, advertising on the radio
to promote our track extension. Their team came down to the track and cooked sausages for a gold coin donation,
promoting our sleeper sponsorship. We sold 6 sleepers and raised $281 from the sausage sizzle on top of the rides
for the day, which has been a great boost for our track extension.
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As most of you are aware, we have had an application with TECT (Tauranga Electrical Consumer Trust) for funds
to finance our viaduct for some time. We had a visit from TECT Trustee Bill Holland also on the Sunday as well, Bill
had a stroll around the park and asked lots of question, he has been involved himself in community projects over
the years, and remembers taking his family for a ride on the trains some 20 years ago. As a result I was advised by
phone from the TECT office on the following Wednesday that the Board of Trustees had approved our application
in full, $117,351.00, to build our viaduct, that leaves $26,000 to complete the $302,000 project, a target that is well
within our means. TECT contribute a considerable amount of money to the community every year, and it is through
the management of the trust that a lot of voluntary organisations in the Bay of Plenty can continue good work.
Thank you to the Board of Trustee's for your confidence in our future and for the help you have given us toward
completing the 3rd extension project.
With all the publicity we are gaining and with the public recognising our efforts, our Sundays are getting very busy.
Our dedicated team need support, and so if you have a couple of hours to spend on a Sunday afternoon, get down
there and give them a hand. We are a small club and we achieved a great deal, spreading the load makes it easier
on everyone.
Well the next big event is our open weekend 9th and 10th November. Bev is organising our ladies, please give her
a ring if your good lady can assist, members bring something for morning tea and Saturday BBQ.
Happy modelling
Peter Jones.
From the Committee Meeting.
Bob Batchelor, with assistance from Geoff Barnes, has put in quite a few hours and used up a few brain cells
putting the Driver’s brake valve on Pioneer in working order, using parts that were never intended for such use.
Well done Bob and Geoff. The result looks a bit ungainly, but it works and is not of a delicate disposition as the
previous set up.
Power for the big tunnel should be on for Labour weekend, thanks to Malcolm spending much time installing the
wiring and associated junctions and sockets etc over the past couple of months..
New vacuum pressure switch on Big Yellow working well.
Please note the Operators Roster printed in this and the last newsletter differs from the roster on the notice board
at the clubroom. My apologies for this, it is due to a discrepancy in the original roster which I corrected by putting
my name in the vacant Sunday, being unaware Pete had changed the roster in the clubroom to correct this (I have
my own printed original copy). Things should get sorted in the new year.

A Scottish couple decided to go to Spain to thaw out during a particularly icy winter. They planned to
stay at the same hotel where they spent their honeymoon, 20 years earlier.
Because of hectic schedules, it was difficult to coordinate their travel schedules, and so the husband
left Glasgow and flew, to Barcelona on Thursday, with his wife flying down the following day. The
husband checked into the hotel. There was a computer in his room, and so he decided to send an email
to his wife. However, he accidentally left out one letter in her email address, and without realizing his
error, sent the email.
Meanwhile, somewhere in Blackpool, a widow had just returned home from her husband's funeral. He
was a minister who died following a heart attack.
The widow decided to check her email expecting messages from relatives and friends. After reading the
first message, she screamed and fainted.
The widow's son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen
which read:
To: My Loving Wife
Subject: I've Arrived
Date: October 16, 2008
I know you're surprised to hear from me. They have computers here now and you are allowed to send
emails to your loved ones.
I've just arrived and have been checked in. I see that everything has been prepared for your arrival
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tomorrow. Looking forward to seeing you then! Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was.
P..S. Damned hot down here!

In the last issue I gave my views on steam
engine aesthetics, here are another couple of
engineering misadventures
The Phantom Corsair is a prototype automobile built in 1938. It is a six-passenger coupé that was
designed by Rust Heinz of the H. J. Heinz family and Maurice Schwartz of the Bohman & Schwartz
coachbuilding company in Pasadena, California. Although sometimes dismissed as a failure because it
never entered production, the Corsair is regarded as anachronistic due to its futuristic features and styling
cues such as faired-in fenders and a low profile. The Phantom Corsair's steel-and-aluminum body
measured just 57 in (140 cm) in height and incorporated fully skirted wheels and completely flush fenders
while forgoing running boards. The car also lacked door handles, as the doors were instead opened
electrically using push-buttons located on the exterior and the instrument panel. The instrument panel also
featured a compass and altimeter, while a separate console above the windshield indicated when a door
was ajar or if the car's lights or radio were turned on. The Corsair's body was mated to the "most
advanced chassis available in the United States" at that time, the Cord 810. The Lycoming 80º, V8powered Cord chassis also featured front-wheel drive and an electrically operated four-speed automatic
gearbox, as well as fully independent suspension and adjustable shock absorbers. Though these features
from the Cord 810 chassis were all retained on the Phantom Corsair, the chassis was modified in order to
accommodate the Corsair's large body. The body measured an impressive 237 in (600 cm) long and
76.5 in (194 cm) wide, enough to accommodate four people in the front row, including one person to the
left of the driver. The back seats could only hold two passengers, however, in large part because of space
limitations posed by on-board beverage cabinets. Though weighing a hefty 4,600 lb (2,100 kg), the
Phantom Corsair could achieve speeds of up to 115 mph (185 km/h) because of its modified, naturally
aspirated 190 bhp Lycoming engine as well as its aerodynamic shape.
Rust Heinz planned to put the Phantom Corsair, which cost approximately $24,000 to produce in 1938
(equivalent to about $370,000 in 2010), into limited production at an estimated selling price of $12,500.
However, Heinz's death in a car accident in July 1939 ended those plans, leaving the prototype Corsair as
the only one ever built. The Phantom Corsair now resides in the National Automobile Museum (also
known as The Harrah Collection Reno, Nevada.
This ugly duckling below is a Holden
ANAGRAMS PAR EXELLENCE
PRESBYTERIAN: -BEST IN PRAYER
ASTRONOMER: -MOON STARER
DESPERATION: -A ROPE ENDS IT
THE EYES: -THEY SEE
GEORGE BUSH: -HE BUGS GORE
THE MORSE CODE: -HERE COME DOTS

3

DORMITORY: -DIRTY ROOM
SLOT MACHINES:-CASH LOST IN ME
ELECTION RESULTS:-LIES, LET'S RECOUNT
SNOOZE ALARMS:-ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S
A DECIMAL POINT: -I'M A DOT IN PLACE
THE EARTHQUAKES: -THAT QUEER SHAKE
ELEVEN PLUS TWO: - TWELVE PLUS ONE
AND FOR THE GRAND FINALE:
MOTHER-IN-LAW--WOMAN HITLER
Are these two photos for real? I cannot fault the one at right, but look at the shadow under the Cowasaki,
looks a bit small to me.

Above are two photos of Paul Newman’s steam operated
reversing gear, presented a couple of Tuesdays back.
The lower photo is of Mike Treloar’s steam operated firebox
doors presented at the same time.
Photos by Eddie Evans.

I have a little Satnav
It sits there in my car
A Satnav is a driver's friend
It tells you where you are
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I have a little Satnav
I've had it all my life
It's better than the normal ones
My Satnav is my wife
It gives me full instructions
Especially how to drive
"It's thirty miles an hour", it says
"You're doing thirty five"
It tells me when to stop and start
And when to use the brake
And tells me that it's never ever
Safe to overtake
It tells me when a light is red
And when it goes to green
It seems to know instinctively
Just when to intervene
It lists the vehicles just in front
And all those to the rear
And taking this into account
It specifies my gear.
I'm sure no other driver
Has so helpful a device
For when we leave and lock the car
It still gives its advice
It fills me up with counselling
Each journey's pretty fraught
So why don't I exchange it
And get a quieter sort?
Ah well, you see, it cleans the house,
Makes sure I'm properly fed,
It washes all my shirts and things
And keeps me warm in bed!
Despite all these advantages
And my tendency to scoff,
I only wish that now and then
I could turn the bugger off.

From my archives
The war memorial at Fremantle W.A.
I took the photo in 1982 at 6.30 in
the morning. It is on a high hill near
the hospital, and left me feeling quite
emotional.

9 Ways People Used Radium Before We Understood the Risks
Radium was discovered by Marie Curie and her husband Pierre in 1898. In 1903, the Royal Academy of
Sciences awarded Marie and Pierre Curie and Henri Becquerel the Nobel Prize in Physics, making Marie
the first woman to win the prize. Later, in 1911, she would win her second Nobel for isolating radium,
discovering another element (polonium), and for her research into the new phenomenon of radioactivity, a
word she coined herself.
By 1910, radium was manufactured synthetically in the U.S. But before the effects of radiation exposure
were well understood, radium ended up in a lot of crazy places for its purported magical healing
properties and its glow-in-the-dark novelty.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1. In Chocolate
Food products containing radium, like the Radium Schokolade chocolate bar manufactured by Burk &
Braun and Hippman-Blach bakery’s Radium Bread, made with radium water, were popular overseas until
they were discontinued in 1936.
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2. In Water
Radium water crocks like the Revigator stored a gallon of water inside a radium-laced bucket; drinking
the water would cure any number of ailments, from arthritis to impotence to wrinkles.
3. In Toys and Nightlights
The Radiumscope, a toy sold as late as 1942, offered a glimpse of radium in action. Noting radium’s
famed luminescence, the ad also mentions that the radiumscope could double as a “wonderful” nightlight,
since it “glows with a weird light in a dark room.”
4. In Toothpaste
Toothpaste containing both radium and thorium was sold by a man named Dr. Alfred Curie, who was not
related to Marie or Pierre but didn’t miss an opportunity to capitalize on their name.
5. In Cosmetics
Alfred Curie’s product line didn’t end with dental care, though. He also manufactured the extremely
popular Tho-Radia brand of cosmetics, which included powders and creams that promised to rejuvenate
and brighten the skin.
6. In Heating Pads and Suppositories
Early 20th-century doctors also jumped onto the radioactive bandwagon with both feet, producing
suppositories, heating pads and radioactive coins (used to “charge” small amounts of water), all intended
to treat rheumatism, weakness, malaise and just about any health complaint for which a fast and magical
cure was needed.
7. In the Treatment of Impotence
Before the days of Viagra and Cialis, treatment for impotence took the form of radioactive “bougies” –
wax rods inserted into the urethra – and even athletic supporters containing a layer of radiumimpregnated fabric. A popular alternate treatment called the Radioendocrinator was a booklet that
contained a number of cards coated in radium, which were worn inside the undergarments at night. (The
Radioendocrinator’s inventor died of bladder cancer in 1949.)
8. In Health Spas
Radium and radon health spas took off in the 20s and 30s, where women and men alike could stop in for a
long relaxing soak in radium mud, rinse with radium water and leave soft and glowing, thanks to a
thorough application of radium cream. Radium mines and caves also doubled as “healing rooms,” if
patrons were willing to travel. At least one radium spa is still in operation in the United States, as are a
few in Japan in Europe.
9. In Clocks and Watches
Between 1917 and 1926, during the height of radium's heyday, the U.S. Radium Corporation employed
more than a hundred workers (mostly women) to paint watch and clock faces with their patented Undark
luminous paint. As many as 70 women were hired to mix the Undark paint, comprised of glue, water and
radium powder. Workers were taught to shape paintbrushes with their mouths to maintain a fine point,
and some used the material to paint their nails and teeth. While U.S. Radium's labor force were all but
encouraged to ingest the dangerous mixture, management and research scientists who were aware of the
danger carefully avoided any exposure themselves.
There are no records of how many of U.S. Radium's employees suffered from anemia, inexplicable bone
fractures, bleeding gums and eventually, necrosis of the jaw. this was an attempt to smear the girls'
reputations, and that medical investigators hired by U.S. Radium Though many of the factory's workers
became sick, cases of death by radiation sickness were initially attributed to syphilis. (It's believed that
were paid to withhold their findings.)
Radium was also used in nuclear panels, aircraft switches, clocks, and instrument dials. A typical selfluminous watch that uses radium paint contains around 1 microgram of radium. In the mid-1920s, a
lawsuit was filed against the United States Radium Corporation by five dying "Radium Girl" dial painters
who had painted radium-based luminous paint on the dials of watches and clocks. The dial painters
routinely licked their brushes to give them a fine point, thereby ingesting radium.
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There are no records of how many of U.S. Radium's employees suffered from anemia, inexplicable bone
fractures, bleeding gums and eventually, necrosis of the jaw. This is because radium is treated as calcium
by the body, and deposited in the bones, where radioactivity degrades marrow and can mutate bone cells.
During the litigation, it was determined that the company's scientists and management had taken
considerable precautions to protect themselves from the effects of radiation, yet had not seen fit to protect
their employees. Worse, for several years the companies had attempted to cover up the effects and avoid
liability by insisting that the Radium Girls were instead suffering from syphilis. (It's believed that medical
investigators, hired by the company were paid to withhold their findings.). This complete disregard for
employee welfare had a significant impact on the formulation of occupational disease labor law.
As a result of the lawsuit, the adverse effects of radioactivity became widely known, and radium-dial
painters were instructed in proper safety precautions and provided with protective gear. In particular, dial
painters no longer licked paint brushes to shape them (which caused some ingestion of radium salts).
Radium was still used in dials as late as the 1960s, but there were no further injuries to dial painters. This
highlighted that the harm to the Radium Girls could easily have been avoided.
The Radium Girls' case was settled in 1928, putting a swift end to shaping paintbrushes with the mouth
and open containers of radium paint. Though radium was still used in clocks until the 1960s, new cases of
acute radiation syndrome in dial painters came to a screeching halt, and soon after, so did the popularity
of radium-containing products and toys. The former U.S. Radium manufacturing plant is now a
Superfund site.
Most radium that is swallowed (about 80%) promptly leaves the body through the feces. The other 20%
enters the bloodstream and accumulates preferentially in the bones. Some of this radium is excreted
through the feces and urine over a long time. However, a portion will remain in the bones throughout the
person's lifetime.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Football Boots
A Woman takes a lover home during the day while her husband is at work. Her nine year old son comes
home unexpectedly, sees them, and hides in the bedroom cupboard to watch. Just after getting into bed
the woman’s husband also comes home unexpectedly, she tells her lover to hide in the cupboard, not
realizing the boy is in there. After a little while the boy says, “dark in here.” The man, who got a real
fright, not expecting to hear anything, let alone from a little boy, says “yes, it is.”
“I have a football,’ says the boy. “That’s nice” says the man. “Want to buy it,” says the boy. “No thanks,”
says the man. “My Dad’s outside,” says the boy. “O.K, how much? ‘ asks the man. “$250”, says the boy.
A few weeks later it happened again that the boy and the lover are in the cupboard together. The boy,
“dark in here.‘ Man, “yes, it is.” Boy, “I have football boots.” Lover, remembering the last time, asks the
boy, “OK how much this time?” The boy says, $750”. “Whew,” said the lover, “OK, deal.”
A few days later, the boys Father said to his son, “Grab your football and boots, let’s go outside and have
a game of soccer.” The boy said, “I can’t, I have sold my ball and boots.” His Father asks, “how much did
you sell them for, and to whom?” The boy answered, “ to a friend of mine for $1,000.” His Father says,
“that is a terrible thing to do, overcharging like that, I’m taking you to church and make you confess you
sins.” Away they go to church and the father makes the little boy sit in the confession booth and he
closes the door.
The boy says, “dark in here.” The Priest says, “Don’t start that game again, you little brat, you’re in my
cupboard now.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The school holidays are over and we can catch up again after running five hours each on two Tuesdays
and two Thursdays. It may not sound much, but it is the same faces we see fifty two Sundays a year, plus
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a couple of the Tuesday morning guys. There were plenty of punters at the park and we had higher
numbers than on previous holiday runs.

The points which have given us trouble in the past have behaved even worse lately. Work on the
new extension had to take a back seat for this working B. Three other projects were being
worked on by other enthusiastic members.

In the various photos are John Stent, Pete Lindsay, Owen Bennett, Bruce Harvey, Ron Salisbury, Mike
Treloar and Warren Belk. Photos by Ed. However, as stated previously, others were working at the track
and workshop.

METAL STOCKS AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS AT COST
Silver Solder 1.5mm x 500mm lengths, $10
Brass Rod ¼ inch up to ¾ inch in 300mm lengths
Brass Hex ¼ inch up to ¾ inch in 300mm lengths
Brass Square ¼ inch up to ¾ inch in 300mm lengths
Stainless Steel Rod 1/8 inch up to ¾ inch in 300mm lengths
Stainless Steel Rod 4mm up to 16mm in 300mm lengths
Silver Steel Rod 3/16 inch up to ¾ inch in 300mm lengths
8

Silver Steel Rod 5mm up to 12mm in 300mm lengths
Bright Mild Steel Rod 5mm up to 12mm in 1 metre lengths
Mild Steel Square 12mm in 1 metre lengths
Mild Steel Bar ¾ inch x 1 inch in 200mm lengths
Various other sizes and profiles, just ask.
CONTACT THE SECRETARY.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Apt for the times.
The woman applying for a job in a lemon orchard in Keri Keri seemed to be far too qualified for the job;
given her arts and education degrees from Auckland University and her positions as a social worker and
school teacher. The foreman frowned and said, "I have to ask you this: "Have you had any actual
experience in picking lemons?" "Well, as a matter of fact, I have," she said. "I've been divorced three
times, owned two Holdens, I cheer for the Warriors and the Blues, and I voted for John Banks."

9

